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If therefore the Sonne ſhall make you free, you ſhall be 
free inated. 


<ACRd Heſe words area concluſion d. Sed, r. 
x&z# of the verſes going before. Thecontexr, 
rS2 For whereas our Sauiour | 
CSS Currsr havingpromiſed 
SS. 1ome of the hearers, who, 


gan to belecuein him,thatif 
they didapprouethemſclues tobe his » true dilci- *Y7#{zr. 
ples, by their perſeuerance and conſtant abiding in 

his word, they © ſhould know the truth, (thatis, hee ©Y#l:32. 
would more fully manifeſt himſelfe yntothem,as 

he ſpeaketh Ioh.14.21.)8 this ruth, (which ts him- -_ 
ſelfe, Loh. 14.6.) ſhould make them free; the captious 99” 14-5 27, 
Tewes (pretending that they vnderſtood him as 
ſpeaking of a corporall or ciuill hbertie) 4 cauilled *Y/33- 
at this promiſe, which indeed did notbclongvnto 

_ them, as if he hadoffered them great indignutic,by 
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inthe Church militant(which is the houſe of God 


2 Thedoftrineof { briftian bbertie. 


promiſing then libertie, topreſuppoſe their ſerui- 
rude; alleaging that they werealrcadie free, and 
therfore ſcorned his promiſed libertie, which they 


' needed not, being neither ſeruants by nature or 


birth, for they were Abrahams ſeed, nor yet by their 


fortune or perſonall condition,for they never ſerued 


any. Our Sautour therefore, both to refute their 


. cauill,and alſo to iuſtific his promiſe, proueth theſe 


foure things vnto them : T1. That they were ſer. 
uants. 2. That they had great necd to be made free. 
3. That this freedome muſt come by him. 4, That 


' being freed by him, they ſhould be free indeed. 


1 he firſt he proucth thus: © whoſoeuer committeth 


ſinne, that is, in whomſoeuer finne raigneth, he & 


the ſeruant of ſinne ; but ſuch hee infinuateth they 
were, yeaſuchareal! men * by nature, vntill they 
be ingrafted into Chriſt by faith, and renued by 
the holy Ghoſt;and therefore he would haue them 
to conclude, that, for all their bragges, they were 


the miſerable ſeruants of ſinne, and conſequentlie 
the ſlaues of Satan s, ſubie&to the curſe of the law 


and to eternall damnation. | 


2 That they hadgreatneed to be made free, he - 


ſheweth both by the inconuecnience of their {erui- 
tude ; (for being * ſeruants, and not ſons, howſoe- 
uer now they hada placeinthe houſe of God, as 
Iſmael i had ; yetthe time ſhould come, that they 


| ſhouldbecaſtout, )and alſo by the benefit which 


ſhould accompanie their freedome, that being 
made the ſonres of God, they ſhould as heires of e- 
ternall life, abide, not only to the end of their daies 


vpon 
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T he doftrine of ( hriftian libertle, 1 
vpon earth) butalſo for euer in the Churchtrium- 
phant, which is Gods * houſe in heauen. "TOE 


3. Thatthefaithfull attaineto this freedome-by 
adoptionin Chriſt. For,to ſo many as receiue him by 1 164.1.14, 


faith, he hath ginen this libertie or power to be the ſonnes 5413-26. 


of God, And, ® if ſonnes, then alſo heires. This afſerti- ®kow.8.17. 
on is preſuppoſed in this place, as being the hypo- ©**47- 
theſis wherupon this inferenceis grounded. Thoſe 
that be the = of God, abide in the houſe of 
God foreuer; therefore if the Son ſhall make you 
free,8&c. preſuppoling that men atraine to the free- 
domeof Gods {onnes, by the benefit of Chriſt,the 
only begotten Sonne of God. 
Whereupon, as I ſaid, is inferred the fourth 
thing, which is my text; 1f the Sonne therefore ſhall 
wake you free, you ſhall be free indeed. 
As if he had ſaid : you haue no cauſe to cauill at 
the promiſe of libertie, which I make to all them 
which truly beleeue in me. For 1 tell you ypon my 
word, whichis Amen (that is, true and infallible) 
that both you, andall men by nature, though the 
ſeed of Abraham(as you are),though liuing(as you 
do) in the viſible Church of God, are thevery ſer- 
uants of finne ; that being ſeruants and not ſonnes, 
they muſt not looke to inherite ® with the ſons of * Galath.q.28, 
the promiſe, or toabide inthe houſe for euer; but 
when the time of ſeparation commeth, they ſhall | 
3s © chaffe, be ſeuered from the wheate; as tares, * Matth.z. 12, 


| from the corne ; as goates, from the ſheepe, as *3:3%5-33- 


P Gen.xr,t0, 
e Hagar and 1ſmael,from Iſaak the ſonne of the pro- _* expe 


miſe. Therefore, though your pride will not ſuffer 
you to ſee andacknowledge thus much; yet-cer- 
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4 The dofirine of Chriftian bbertie. | 
tainly great need haueyou tobe made free; that of 
the ſcruants of finne, you may become the ſons of : 
2 Epheſ;2-3, God. But you, who are(as all 4 men bynatureare) 
the children of wrath, cannot poſliblie be the ſons 
of God, except you belecue in me,whoam theon- 
ly begotten Son of God); thatT may by the grace 
ofadoption communicate that vnto you, which I 
my ſelteamby nature and eternall generation. So | 
ſhallyou,of the ſeruants of ſinne,ſons of Satan;and 1 
heires of helland damnation, be made the ſons of {| 
God, heires of eternall life, citizens and free deni- ! 
zens of the kingdome of heauen. Whereas now 
therefore youare miſerable ſeruants, notwithſtan- 
: ding your corporall and carnall libertie, whereof 
you vaunt, which is nota-truelibertie, buta volun- 
_ tarieſeruiceof ſin : if you ſnall beleeue in me, and 
approue your ſelues to be my true diſciples, by abi- 
ding in my words; I, whoamthetruth, will make 
you free, not witha counterfeit or imaginary ſree- 
dyme, ſuch as is your libertie, but witha true and 
ſpiritual ftreedome, which 1s the gracious, and the 

elorious libertie of the ſons of God. 
_ Thus haueyou heard the context,or coherence *! 
of theſe words with the former, (whereunto we | 
' are referred by this word of inference, therefore) 
wherein diners things might profitablic be obſer- 
ued, butthat the text calleth me vato it, as contat- 

| ning matter of greateſt-importance. 
$.Sct.2. ForChriftian libertie, which is theargument of 
Toerext. ,, My text,is,asthe Apoſtle ſaith, * = 424% 45%, the ve- 
whero/# Chri. TIE g00d Of Chriſtians ; which Chriſt our Sauiour, 


/tianUubertie. taking vpon him the forme ofa ſeruant, hath pur- 
Row, 14.16, chaſed 
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The aoftrine of Chriſtian hbertie., 5 
chaſed with his own-moſt precious \blood; which * xr. 2.1.18, 
is the benefit of the Meſſas, whereuntoweare cal- 
ted ©,Galath.5.13. which he hath promiſed as a re- 64.5.3. 
ward to his true diſciples ", verf.zz. which as him- « 1448.42. 


 ſelfe came to preach =, Luk.4.18.ſodoth he ſend vs = re. 8. 


his Embaſſadours tothe ſame end, viz. topreach 

the Goſpell,which isthe? law of libertie,and the do- » 1ames 1.25, 

E&rine ofredemption and freedome by him :- that *-12- 

by our Miniſterie * men may be brought out of *4#-26.18. 
irituall bondage, vnto the libertie of Gods chil- 

dren. The conſideration whereat; as it bindeth me 

with all reuerent care and intention of mind,to in- 

treate of this argument; ſo ought it tomoue you 

to heare the ſame with great diligenceand attenti- 

on. And the rather, not only becauſe among vs, 

who profcſſethe Goſpel], many do not know the 

Chriſtian libertie, and more do. abuſe it to their 

owne perdition ; but alſo becauſe the Papiſts are 

both enemies of thelibertie it ſelfe, endeuouring 

by their Antichriſtian doctrine, to bereaue vs of 

the chiefe parts thereof, and alto malicious {lande- 

rers of the moſt Chriſtian and comfortable do- 

Arine of our Churches concerning theſame. _ 

But to come to the words of my text,the ſumme The explicati- 
and effe@ whereof is this : that Chri#? the Sorne of 9 of ive text... 
God, is the author of true libertie, to all thoſe that truly 
beleene in him. For the explication whereof, weare 
firſt to ſpeake of this libertiein generall, and after- 
wards to deſcend vnto the particulars.In the gene- The general 
rall dorine weareto conlider theſe foure things. 4&1ineo 
1. What itis,and wherein generally it doth confiſt. zz, 

2: Who is the aurhor of this libertie, which in the 
B 3; text 


6 Thedoftrine of Chriftian hbertie. 
rext is expreſſed to be the onely begotten Sonne 
of God. 3. The ſubie orthe parties on whom 
this libertie is conferred, which is plainly gathered 
out of the context or inference of theſ= words vp- 
on the former, to be all theſonnes of God by a- 
doption. 4- The generall property of this liberty, 
that it is nota counterfait or imaginary, buta true 
liberty. Of all which points, I will ſpeake very 
bricfly. | | | 

$.Sef.3. decking the firſt : for as much as Logicians 

The defiation teach, * that the definition of the ſpeciall, is to be 

o/Chrij148 fetched from the diſtribution of the generall; for 

« 4rif,, Poſter. Which cauſe, the ® diuine Philoſopher calleth a di- 

114.  fſtribution £450 3%, as being theready, and as it 

49 werethe Kings way toadefinition: we will there. 


jo 5h Sophiita. | . s 
4 : | fore take a ſuruey of the diuers forts of liberty. For 


PR 1 7 thereis an outward or external! liberty, and there 


Wo -.1 isan inward or internall liberty. The former,is the 
| Y — liberty of the outward man from cxternall or bo. 
=. dily ſeruitude; which may be called the corporall 
| UH or ctuill liberty. Of this our Sauiour Meh not, 
BYE: though the Iewes would ſeeme ſo to vaderſtand 
x | him ; but of the internall, which may well ſtand 
BY! with the outward or ciuill bondage. Foras our Sa- 
47 *7obn 8.33,34 uiour Chriſt noted them, © thogh outwardly free, 
to be in ſpirituall bondage : ſo contrariwiſe, thoſe 
who in reſpe@ ofthe inner manare free, may not- 
withſtanding be ſubic> to the externall or ciuill 
{eruitude ; which nothing impeacheth or impai- 
reth theliberty of the ſoule and conſcience before 
God.In which regard the Apoſtle ſaith; 4 Hee that 
is called in the Lord, being a ſernant, is the Lords free- 
» man. 
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T he doftrine of Chriftian hbertie. 
man. Sothat the liberty whereof we ſpeake, is a li- 
berty gf the ſoule,or inner man. Wicked therefore 
is the doctrine of the Anabaptiſts, whothereby ex. 
empt themſclues from all ſubieRion to the ciuill 

| Magiſirate, vnder pretence of Chriſtianliberty, I 
call their doctrine wicked, becauſe the Apoſtle Pe- 
zer © ſaith, thatthey who vader pretence of Chri- * r.Pet.2.16. 


lawfull things, doe vſe their liberty for a cloake to 
couer their wickednefſe. 


| by the ſoule of man is free from righteouſneſſe : 
| which indeedis a voluntary ſervice of ſinne. For 
; when men bee free from righreouſneſle, they are 


| ſpirituall Iibertie. The carnal libertic is that, where- 


| thereforeis the Doctrine of the Libertines , who 
{ vnder preteceof Chriſtianliberty,diſcharge Chri- 
7 ſtians fromall obedienceto the law of Gad, ſet- 


1 ſinne,we are made the ſeruants of righteouſnes. Where- 
| fore, as in reſpeofthe former, we ſay withthe A- 


Againe, the inward liberty is either a carnal, or 


| ſeruants of finne, and contrariwilſe; as the Apoſtle 
| Fſheweth. Bur our Sauiour ſpeaketh of aliberty, « g9m.6.x0, 
* which, asitfreeth men from the ſeruitudeof fin, 

andall the ſpirituall yokes of bondage, which ac- 
| company the ſame; ſoit maketh them the ſeruants 
| ofrighteouſneſſe. For when we are s made free from * Rom.6.18. 


poſtle, He thart is called,being a ſeruantr,is the free- 
man of Chriſt: ſo inrefpet of this latter, ® he 7hat «, cop pus, 
s called being free, is the ſeruant of Chriit, Diuelliſh 


| ting them free to do whatſoenerthemſelues thinke 
goou. nd ſuch is the flander of the Papiſts, laying 


thatdodtine to our charge, who notwithſtanding 
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are further from it then themlſelues. For by the 
Popes indulgences and pardons, and the Prieſts 
abſolutions, ſetting men free from ſinne for ſmall, 
and oft times for ridiculous penances,'what doe 
they elſe but teach men to make but a ſport of ſin * 

[:Pet.2.19, Of ſuch Libertines the Apoſtle Peer + ſpeaktth, 

: that whileſt they promiſe liberty to others, them- 

ſclues are theſeruants of corruption. 

It remaineth therefore, that Chriſtian liberty is 
aſpirituall liberty, freeing thetrue Chriſtian from- 
the ſeruitude of ſinne, and from all other yokes of 
ſpirituall bondage, wherewith finne had intang- 
led vs. 

Neither is Chriſtian liberty onely priuatiue, as 
being a freedome and immunity from bondage; 
as though this were all, thatby it we arenot ſer- 
uants: but as appeareth by this Scripture, itisalſo 
poſitiue, as being aliberty, power, right, and inte- 
reſt to the priuileges of Gods children, who are 
alſo heires of God, and coheires with Chriſt. For 
when hee had ſaid thatſcruants abide not in the 
houſe for euer, but thatſuch as be ſonnes. abide in 
the houſe of God for euer; he inferreth, If there- 
fore the ſonne ſhall make you free, you ſhall be free 
indeed. Giuing vs to vnderſtand,that thoſe whom 
he freeth, hee doth not onely make them not ſer- 
uants, viz, of finne, butalſoſonnes and heires of 
God,and citizens of heauen.Euen as they whoare 
made freemenof London,orany other terreſtriall 

Citie,are not onely'exempted from being ſeruants 
or apprentiſes; butalſoare indowed withthe liber- 
nes and priuileges of free Burgeſſes and Citizens, 


The doftrine of Chriftianlebettie. '& 
So ſarbthe: Apoſtle; * Gal.g.s. thar Chriſt hath« 64 4.5.5.7. 
redeemed thoſe who were vader the law, that we 
might receiue the adoptionof ſonnes,8:c. A 
Chriſtianliberty therefore isaſpirituall liberty, 
which as the * Apaſileſpeakth,thefaithfult hane in * Gates/+.4 
Chriſt Ieſus. Thatis the definition. CO ONTES: 
The cſſentiall parts whereof generally it conſi- ,,.; oc. 
ſteth,are two. For partly it 1s priuatiue, as being an The partition, 
immunity from all ſpirtuall bondage;in which re- 
ſpe&itis called inthe Scriptures > wmv and cam | Hebeg.ths 
arr, that is redemption, and is ſometimes ex- < 3-6 
preſled by the verbes 4 «rn and * jv fignify- Coleſ.1.14. 
4ng deliverance : and partly it is poſitiue, as be- , 770 
ingaright, title, and intereſt tothe primledges and r.7heſ:1.10. 
prerogatiues of Gods adopted children in Chriſt, 
the citizens of the Celeſtiall Ieruſalem : and in this 
reſpect it is called i«-s, as Toh. 1. 12. to thoſe that 
receiue Chriſt by faith, he hath giuen ip:ow, liber- 
tie, right or powerto be the ſons ob-God, x. Cor. 
8.9. Take heed, leſt i t»oi« 455, your hibertie, right or « ,,coms.g, 
power, bee not an offence to the weake, Thus youſee 
what this libertie is, and whercin generally it doth 
conſiſt, | 
Theauthor of thislibertie is Chriſt the Son of 7h «ſicienter 
God, as it is heere ſaid : 1/the Son therefore ſhall make a——_— " 
you free, &c. ſo the Apoſtle calleth its the hibertie *Galath.3.4, 
which we haueim and by Chri#:& againe, the libertie * Galath.y.r, 
wherewih Chrift hath made vs free. For he is: jw, 
i that Deliuerer which ſhould come out of Sion,who de- i Rom.11 26. 
kuereth vs * fromthe wrath of God, fromthe tyrannie « ;.7h4q. 1.10. 
of Satan,! diſſoluing the works of the diuell,= bin- : ;.z9bn 3.8. 


. i - - (hino © Mat.12,29% 
ding the ſtrong manand caſt ng him our, ſpoiling ! Coloſ. 2.15, 
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- 44.4.8. principalities and powers, and © leading captiuitie 
captiue; from the bondage of finne, for he isthe 


* Fon 1.29. p Lambe of God that taketh away the ſinnes of the world, 


1171h11,79, Whoſe blood doth a cleanſe vs both from the guilt 
He5.9.14 offinne,andalſo from thecorruption : for there- 
'Tit.2.14, fore he game himſelfe for vs, that he might redeeme vs 
: from all iniquitie, and might purge vs to bee a peculiar 
people 10 himſelfe, Jealous of good workes, And heeis 
 thatperfect Sauiour, out of whoſe ſide ifſue both 

*10h.19. 34-35 £ bloodand water, the blood of redemption, to free 


x,109.5-5. ysfrom theguilt of finne; andthe water of abluti- 
on, to cleanſe vs from the corruption. From the 
 Gal.444% Jaw *, fortherefore was he borne of a woman,and made 
vnder the law, that he might redeeme them that were 
wvnder the law. From death and damnation;forther- 
« Gal.z.13> forche becamea ® curſe, that wee might bee freed 


from the curſe ; therefore hee died, that through 


* Heb.,2, 14.15 * death he might vanquiſh him, who had the power of 


death,that is,the dinell, and that he mizht deliner them, 


who through feare of death, were all their life time ſub- 
iect to bondage. 


Butthis needeth no proofe, for in that we pro- 


feſſe him to bt our redeemer, by whom wee haue 


2 Epheſ.'1.7. 


x redemption, weall acknowledge him to be the 
1.Cor.1.39, 


author of our libertie. Let vs rather conſider, how 
he procureth this libertievnto vs. This he doth two 
waies; both meritorioufly, and effectually. By his 


_ 11.7im.2.6, merit,in? giuing himſelf to be aprice of ranſome for vs. 


For, as Peter * ſaith,we are redeemednot with any cor- 
ruptible things, as ſiluer and gold,but with the precious 
* Hebg.tz, blood of Chri#t, by * which blood be is entred once into 
the holy place, hauing procured an eternal redemption 


* ,Pet.,1.13.19 


for 
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for vs. Secondly, by the efficacie of his ſpirit, for we 
are not to imagine,that Chriſt hath only merited 
and purchaſedthis libertie for vs; but that alſo he 
doth confer, applie,and beſtow itvpon vs: which 
he doth by giuing vnto vs his » Spirit. For,as in the » q,» 3.9.15, 
natural! bodie, the animall ſpirit, which cauſeth 62.4.6. 
{enſeand motion, is from the headſent intoall the 


members of the bodie; ſoin the myſticall bodieof 


Chriſt, the Spiritof © libertie is communicated to all *F/45%44 
his members ; by which ſpirit he dwelleth in vs, 
and effectually worketh this libertie,in the degrees 
of our ſaluation, viz, vocation, iuſtification, ſanRi- 
fication,glorification, (as you ſhall heare anon,and 
by the meanes of our faluation. The principal 
whereofis the preaching of the Goſpell, which is 
the Law 4, or do@rine of libertie, the miniſterie ©14%1.25. 
whereof was ordained to this end, to © open mens *4.z6.18, 
eyes, to turne them from darknefſe wno light, and from 
the power of Satan onto God, that by faith in Chrif,they 
may receiue forgineneſſe of ſinnes, and inheritance with 
them that be ſanitified. 
This teacheth ys, that in ourſclues we are ſer- 75*v/e ofthie 
uants, (forclſe we needed notaredeemer) and of pore wel 
our ſelues notable to free vs out of bondage, that tor of our li- 
there was no meanes to ſer vs at libertie, but the **** 
moſt precious ranſome, which Chriſt our bleſſed 
Sauiour paid for vs. That we ſhould acknowledge 
the infinite loue of God # the Father, who gaue his « 704.4.16, 
Sonne, andofthe Sonne 8 who gaue himſelte to 1./06.4.10, 
bearanſomefor vs. That we may acknowledge our | = dow 
{clues bound-to be rhankfull >-vnto him, for /et /o/1.12. 13.14 


them gine thankes whom the Lord hath redeemed. That $997-25: 
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we may highly efteeme ofthis libertic, which coſt 
ſo deare a price : that withalldiligence-we vle the 
meanes to obtaine it, and neuer beat reſt-ynrtill we 
be made partakers of it: when-we haue obtained ir, 
$Gaath.s.x, toi ſtandfaſt in it; not toabule it to. licentiouſnes, 
: but to. vſe it to theglorie of -our Redeemer, who 
hath freed vs fromthe fpirituall bondage of fin and 

- Satan, not that we-mightſinne freely, but that we 

«Luke 1.74% might « ſerue God without feare, in holines and righte- 
ouſnes before him all the daies of our life. We muſt re- 

: 1.C0r.649-29 (member, that being !bought witha price,wee are 
not our own, but his that bought vs : and therefore 
ſhould not ſeek our ſelues, or ſerue our owne luſts, 
but ſhouldglorifie him both in our ſoules and bo- 
dies, which are not ours, but his that hath bought 

vs, &c. And ſo much of theauthorofthis libertie, 
$.5- Now followeth thefubieQor parties to whom 
The ſabiet of this libertie belongeth, which by the context ap- 
pon --4- peareth to be thoſe, whoby the grace ofadoption 
is conferred. and regeneration, are made the ſonnes of God in 
Chriſt. For naturally weareall feruants, ſeruing a 
moſt ſeruile and flauiſh ſeruitude vnder ſin and Sa- 
tan ; which muſt ſerioufly.beacknowledged of vs, 
before we will either truly deſire to be made par- 

takers of this libertie, (fernone necd to be freed, 
but thoſe thatare-inbondage) or will profitby this 
doctrine, as. appertaining vnto vs.. Our Sauiour 
*F/ay 61.1. therefore, according to the ® propheſte of Eſay, 
*Luke4-13. ſaith, ® that he was ſent to-preach libertie and deliue- 
 rance to the captines, and to ſet at libertie the broken 
* Mat.x8.21, hearted. He came to ſeek and'to ſave » that which was 
? Matb.g.23. 10 ; neither came he to ? calltherizhrcons {in their 
Qwne 
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OWNEe COnceits)but ſinners vnto repentance: to fill the 
| ae pooreandthe hungry © with goodthings,whilctt « xurs.s.,.6. 
| therichareſentemptic away. * Ihe 1.53. 
Neither muſt we deceiuc our ſclues with this 
|  eonceit, that becauſe we profeſſe our ſelues to be 
zedeemed, and do liue in the houſe of God which 
i his viſible Church, therefore we haue all attai- 
ned this libertie alreadie. For in the houſe of God, 
there beas well * veflels of diſhonor, as veſſels of *2.7im.:.20, 
honor ; in'the *:floore of God, as well chaffe as * 2art.z. 12; 
wheate; inthe® netof God, as well bad fiſhas that » Math.r3.47 
which is good zinthe* field of God, as well tares * Marh.r3.2, 
ascorne; in the familic orhouſe of God, as well 
= ſeruants as ſonnes ; in the flocke of God, as well *1%).8.34.35. 
t | 7 goatesas ſheep. Vnleſle therfore ydu be theſons 7 Mart.zs, 
| of Godby faith, truly called, engraftedinto-Chriſt 3*33- 
| as his members, regeneratedby the Spiritof God, 
this libertie as yet doth not belong ynto-you. For 
itisalibertie,as the Apoſtle ſaith; * which we hane in * Galath.1.4; 
Chri#, that is, which we being in'Chriſt haue by - 
him,as after we ſhall hearE: (which alſo) is confer- 
red vpon vs, .in-and by our vocation, iuftification 
and ſanRification ; and'therefore noneenioy it, as 
actually made free, but ſuch as are ſanRified, juſti- 
fied and called. 

But heere ſome will obie& : Are not wee the 
Churchof God,and is notthe Church a company 
of men called  haue we not been baptiſed,and by 
baptiſme regenerated,made the mebersof Chriſt | 
and children of God? How the do.you ſay, weare 
not free 2 Beloued, as this objection is not ynlike 
the cauill of the captious Iewes in-this place; {o- 
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14 Thedofirine of Chriftian hbertie. 

muſt it receiue thelike anſwere. Yerily, verily Fſay 
110 y08, ſaith our Sautour, hethat committeth ſin is 
the ſernant of ſinne, and the ſeruant ſhall not abide in the 
houſe,8c. I know that you are the Church of Gad, 
as theſe /ewes were; and that you haue been bapti- 
ſed, asthey had been circumciſed. But you muſt 
diſtinguiſh, firſt, of the Church, that there is a 
Church viſible, anda Church inuifible, which is 
the myſtical body of Chriſt. And you are to know, 


that there bee many in the Churchviſible, which 
« 1,t0k..19, are not * of the Church inuiftble ; many in the 


houſe of God, which be ſeruants and not ſonnes, 


Secondly, of calling ; thatthere is an outward cal- 
ling by the Word, which is common to all inthe 
Bw 14 oa Church, of which it is ſaid, ® many called, and few 
'* choſen. Andthere isan inward and effecuall cal- 
ling, according to Godspurpoſe, of which it is ſaid, 
* Rom 8.28.30 *whom he elected, he called. Thirdly,of Baptiſme, 
there is an outward Baptiſme, which is the ſprink- 
*1.Pet.z.27. ling ofthe « fleſh with water, and an inward Bap- 
« 1e6.12.24, tiſme, wherein the ſoule is © ſprinkled with the 
.Pe1,z, bloodof Chriſt, and with the water of the holy 
Ghoſt, whereotthe outwardis a figne. Fourthly, 
of vnion with Chriſt, for there isa ſacramentall y- 
* 1.Cor.12.13. nion in Baptiſme,&a ſpirituall by the f holy Ghoſt 
& by faith. Laſtly, of Chriſtians,mebers of Chriſt, 
ſonnes of God. For as the Apoſtle diſtingniſh- 
$Rom.1.25.29 eth the 8 Iewes, that they were either outward- 
lie Iewes and in ſhew, or inwardly and in truth; 
©. and our Sauionr in the next b words, the ſeed 
of Abraham according to the fleſh, and accor- 
ding to the promiſe. For as Paz! alſo ſaith, = 

| whic 
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4 | Imbich bee of faith, are the ſonnes of Abraham : ſo *Gal:3.7. 
, | men arecalled Chriſtians, members of Chriſt, 

; | fonnesof God, not onely who are ſuch indeede 

2 andin truth, but alſo ſuchas are Chriſtians onely 

+ | In profeſſion, members of Chriſt inappearance, 

CE: | & ſonnes of God in reſpe& of the outward coue- *xxech.rs. 
L nant. Wherefore though you liue in the viſible 7%", 


| Church, thougNtyou be called, though you haue 
« been baptized, and by baptiſme ſacramentally vni- 
« | ted tothebody of Chriſt,which is his Church, 
| thoughin yourowneprofeſſion, andintherepu- 
| tration of others, who conceiue of you (as they 
| ought) according to the judgement of charitie, 
! youare Chriſtians, members of Chriſt,and ſonnes 
| ofthekingdome: notwithſtanding,if you doenot 
; |} rruclybelceuein Chriſt and vnfainedly repentof 
> * yourſinnes,you are ſeruants and not ſonnes. Yea, 
3 ſo farre ſhall theſe outward priuiledpes be from 
exempting you from damnation, that they ſhall 
oreatly aggrauate your judgement. For hath God 


a | called, vs and weare not called? hath he inuited vs 

4 ! toturne vntohim,and weare not conuerted? hath 

b: | heby his Miniſters ! intreated vs,that we would be l 2.Cor.5.20. 

x | reconciled ynto him, and we will not be reconci- | 


 led* hath heoffered vs infinite mercy inthe my- 

ſerie of our ſaluation by Chriſt, and we hauede- 

ſpiſed the ſame, not caring to apprehend the mer- 

| ciesof God and merits of Chriſt, but ſuffering his 

3 | preciousbloodtobeſpiltas itwere onthe ground 
! in vaine? hath heoften ſought ® to gather ys ynto * M«th.23.z7 

him,as the Hen gathereth the Chickens vnder her 
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of ſaluation beenthe meanes of obduration vnto 

4 Vs; and the Word, whichto the faichfull is the * fa- 
uour of life ynto life, vnto vs is become a ſauour of 
death vnto death, Yea, for this contempt of the 

Goſpell, if we perliſt in it, our eſtate in the day of 

* Matth.ro.15. iudgement ſhall be more » intolerable, then theirs 
of Sodom and Gomorah. And vnto vs belongeth 

that fearful wo denounced by oufSauiour Chriſt, 

? Matthitr, P Woeto thee Chorazin, woe to thee Bethſai- 
"Ix" da, woe to thee Capernaum : for if the meanes 
which you haue had, had been vouchſafed to 

them of Tyrus and Sidon, yea to them of So- 

dom, they would haue turned vnto God, but 7 

ſay wnts you, it (hal be eaſier for them in the day of indge- 

ment, then for you. Againe, hath the Lord ſent his 

Sonne to redeeme vs, giuen vs meanes to applie 

Chriſt vnto ys, hath he entreated vs to beleeue and 

repent, and put to his ſeale in Baptiſme, thereby 

aſluring vs,thatif we beleeuc and repent,our ſoules 

are walhed with the blood of Chriſt, that weare 

ingrafted into him, and in him are made the ſons 

of God, andheires of eternall life £ Shall not wee 

therefore moſt worthily periſh in our ſinnes, if not- 
withſtanding we will notbeleeue and repent;eſpe- 

cially hauing in our Baptiſme by a ſolemne vow 

bound our {clues therto. The conſideration wher- 

of muſt forcemen, who arenot yet regenerated, 
 vafainedly to turne vnto God,& tolay hold vpon 

Chriſt by faith. Foritis moſt certaine,though they 

liuein the houſe of God, which is his Church, yer 

vntill they truly belecue and repent, they are ſer- 

uvants and not " *ntond and ſuch ſeruants as are __ 
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vnder the moſt miſerable andbaſeft flauerie of fin 

and Satan : being not only bound handand foor, 

yea in heartand mind,ſo thatthey can neither doe 

nor thinke that which is ſpiritually good; but are 

alſo caried away 4 captiue, to performe the will of 4 ,;r;w.s. 26 
Satan, and theluſts ofthe fleſh, whereby it comes Ti z.3. 

to paſle,thatas they can do nogood,ſo can they do 

nothing but ſinne. 

Thenext thing to beconſidered, is the qualitie - g, 6. 
ofthis liberty,viz.that it is atrueliberty. Forneither The qualirie 
is itan imaginarielibertie, as inthe paradox of the j77Pe1e0 = 
Stoicks,who held that wiſe menofthe world were : 
only free, whe they alſo,being notfreed by Chriſt, 
wereand are no better but ſeruants;or in the ſecure 
imaginations of carnal men,who with theſe Iewes, 
though being in bodage,thinktheſelues free. Nei- | 
theris italooſeliberty orlicentiouſnes, ſuch as Li- 
bertines aſſume to thEſclues, but a true & a holy li- 
berty,wherby we being freed from (in, become ſer- 
uants of righteouſnes, & being deliuered from the 
hands of our ſpiritual enemies,are inabled to wor- 
ſhip God with willing minds,& chearefull hearts : 
for thatis the only true libertie:&ſuch is the liber- 
tie of the Saints in heauen, and of thebleſſed An- 
oels, who countit not only their libertie, but alſo 
their happines, willingly and cheeretullyto ferue 
the Lord. For ifrhe Sonne, who is the truth, ſhall 
make youfree, then ſhall you betree 5s indeed, 
and in truth. 

This therefore, as it ſerueth for the comfort of 
| the godly ; ſoalſo for theterror of the wicked. For, 


from this ſpeech of our Sauiour,we may conclude 
D both 
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both waices. 1. Whoſocuer are made freeby Chriſt, 
they are free indeed : butall the faithfull are made 
free by Chriſt; therefore (whatſoeuer the diuell or 
their owne corruption can obiectto the contrarie) 
they are fiee indeed, 
Againe, If the Son make you free, ſaith Chriſt, 
then are you free indeed; but you (lay I to vnbe- 
lecucrs and impenitent ſinners, ) are not free in- 
deed : For he that committeth ſin, ts the ſeruant of ſin. 
therefore, howſocuer you profeſſe your ſelues re- 
deemedby Chriſt, and howſoeuer alſo it be moſt 
true, that Chriſthath paid a ranſome ſufficient for 
the redemption of all ; yet are you not acually re- 
deemed,nor the benefit of redemption applicd vn- 
to you, vntill you bee ingrafted into Chriſt by 
faith, and renued by the holy Ghoſt. And the ſame 
« Hebr,6.18, May be cofirmed by the oath of the Lord, (wherein 
r it is impoſcable that he ſhould lie,) the oath which he - 
ſwareto ourfather Abraha, thathe wouldgiue vs, 
both that we ſhould be delivered fro thehand.thar 
' [ak1.73-74- 1s, the power and dominion of our ſpirituall ene- 
mies; and \being delivered, ſhould alſo hauegrace to 
worſhip God without feare, in holines & righteouſnes be- 
fore him,all the dates of our life. If therfore we do not 
endeuour to worſhippe God in holines and righ- 
tcouſneſſe,with willing minds and vpright hearts; 
itis as ſure as the oath ofthe Lord is true, that as yer 
we arenot actually freed and redeemed by Chriſt. 
For if the Sonne make you free, you ſhall be freeindeed, 
Andthus much of the general dotrineof Chri- 
ſtian libertie : wherein I haue been the ſhorter, be- 
caulc all theſe points, wherofT haue thus generally 


and 
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and briefely ſpoken, viz. that Chriſtian libertie is a - 
ſpiritual libertie, which the faithfull hauein and 
by Chriſt Ieſus, that it conſiſteth on two parts, an 
immunitie and freedome from all ſpirituall bon- 
dage, andan ig, and right tothepriviledgesand 
liberties of Gods children : that Chriſt our redee- 
meristheauthor of this libertie, both in reſpeR of 
his meritand efficacie: that itis beſtowed only vp- 
on the faithfull, who are the ſonnes of God and - 
members of Chriſt : and laſtly, that this libertie of 
Chriſtians is atruelibertie, all theſe points, I ſay, 
will more plainly and fully appeare in the particu- 
lars, whereunto we are now to deſcend. 
" Yie,of this lite,ſuch as isincident 
vnto vs whiles we are in the way, rhe ſpecial! de. 
whereof * ſome notynfitly vnder- frine of Chri- 
ſtand our Saujour to ſpeake. Luk, * Me 
12.58. Giue diligence tobe delinered | 
| from thy aduerſarie, whiles thou art 
in theway, &c. RE_ by 
-A:.n 1: | the Gouernor,God,;by the Tudge, 
O gr Chriſt ; by theaduerfarie, the di. 
either libertas | fl (in, a guiltie conſcience, the 
ſentence of the law, by the way, 
| this life, by the officer the Angels, 
| by priſon, hell, 8c. 
Patrie, of thelife to come, which 
| weſhall enioy, when being come 
! to the end of our way, wee ſhall 
hauethe " end of our Boy ; Which « ; pg.1.9. 
!is the ſaluation ofour ſoules, © 
The former is freedome fromthe bondage of 
D 2 | ſinne, 
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20 The doftrine of Chriftian bbertie. 
*Rom.8.27.. ſinne, the other from the * bondage of corruption. 
* Ephc[.1.7.4- The fortncr is fimplie called emwpon, * redempri- 
on, the latter «<mwnparie wiewegmuower, the Tedemption 
of poſſeſſion : for by the former weate hcires, ſþe, 
in hope and expectation , by the latter, re, in deed 
and poſleſſon ; the one is begun andinparrt,the 0- 
ther perte& and complete : the one, the liber- 
tic of grace,the other,as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 7 pu- 


Y Row 8.21. ; 
bo beg 1h ISEw, the [bertie of glorie. 

The libertie of Of theſe in order : And firſt of the libertic of 
es grace, which euen in this life the faithfull do enioy 
in and by Chriſt. And it is either common to all 
the faithfull, as well ofthe old Teſtamentas of the 
nevv ; or peculiar to the faithfull vnder the Goſpel. 
we! The faithfull vader both Teſtaments were and are 
N j zTitss1.4, ſonnes; who as they haue the ſame * comon faith, 
"| * Fud;;, ſohaue they the ſame * commonſaluation, and 
' | therforc the ſamelibertieand right, in reſpe& of 
Wil the inheritance itlelfe, and all the degrees thereof. 


Notwithſtanding, there is difference betweene 
lt {onnesvnder ape, and in their minoritie, in reſpe&t 
ll | | of diſcipline and gouernment, and thoſe whoare 
' come to yeares : the former heing nurtured by 
ichoolemaſters, and gouerned by tutors,as the A- 

> 64/.4.2.3. poſtleſaith ® of the faithfull before the incarnation 
© 33% of Chriſt; thelatterſetat libertie from ſuch diſci- 
pline and gouernment, Otherwiſe, as they had the 

ſame faith, and theſame tuſtification (for all the 

faithfull both before Chriſt andafter,were andare 

© Rom.4.23.24 Iuſtified by faith, as 4byaham < was, Rom..4.and by 
«1aw.2.20.21, ſuch 4 a faith, lam.2.) ſo haue they the ſamelibertie 
wiich is obtained by faith, and in ſome chicfe 

| x points. 
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points thereof 'is, as * Caluinſaith, an appendix of * 7n#ir.6b.z. 
juſtification. WORE 

The commonlibertie of grace, which may fitly The iberrie of 
be called thelibertie of ſautng grace, containeth /#%nggrace. 
many particulars ; which, for your eaſieſt re. 
meinbrance, may be reducedtotheſethree heads. 


© ot I. © -CV6cam x 
For itis a libertie which Tuſtification. 


wee haue inandby our Je. oe i 


For, although theſe three concurre in time, be- 
cauſe a man is no ſooner effecually called, but 
he is alſo juſtified before God, and no ſooner ju- 
ſtited, but hee beginneth alſo to bee ſanRified 
(which is duely to be obſernued of thoſe, who pre- 
ſuming,and thatperhaps for along time, that they 
be called and juſtified, doe ſtill remaine vnſan&t- 
fied) notwithſtanding in order of nature * vocati- * 88.30, 
on gocth before juſtification, and juſtification be- 
fore ſanctification. And let this alſo by the way be 
obſcrued forthe ——_ godly. For who- 


ſoeuer, profeſfling the true faith, hath a true pur- 


pole and vnfained defire to walke before God in - 

the obedience of his will, making confcience of all 

his waies : that man, howſoeuer beſides his gene- 

rall purpoſe he may faile (8 as we all doe) in many « 7a.;.:. 
particulars, yethe isſantificd, and from his fan- 
cification may certainely conclude, that he is iu- 

ſtified, that heis called; thathe is elected, that he 

ſhall be ſaued. Forthe fruite could notbee good, 

valeſſe the tree orthe branch that beareth it were 

good, and the branch cannot be good,vnlefle it be 
ingrafted into Chrilt, * | onely true vine ; that * 29b.15.1.5, 
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22 The dotirine of Chriftianlibertie. 
isto ſay, a mans conuerſation is neuer acceptable 
vnto God, before his perſon be accepted; and his 
erſon is not accepted, yntill hee bee vnited vnto 
Chriſt, For the better ynderſtanding of this point, 
wee muſt remember, that Chriſt at a deare price 
hath long ſince purchaſed this liberty for vs, and 
hath mericoriouſly wrought our freedome. But 
noneare actually and effectually ſet at libertie, but 
thoſe alone, who haye acuall vnion and commu- 
nion with Chriſt. Now in our effectuall vocation, 
we hauc vnion with Chriſt; and in our iuſtificati- 
on and ſancification, communion with him. In 
the former, in reſpe& of his merits apprehended 
mW by faith, and communicated vnto vs by imputati- 
4'\l on; in the other,in reſpect of his yum which be- 
] ingin him without meaſure, are by his ſpiritfrom 
=: 7116, ihjmderiued, and in ſome meaſure communica- 
Tl ted yntovs by infuſion. 
'o d. 8. Butletys ſpeake ofthem ſeuerally. And firſt, as 
Thel:bertie of touching our vocation, I ſay with the Apoſtle, 
4 wy yp: k Gal.5. Brethren, you are called unto tibertie : which 
- * words weare thus to vnderſtand, that by our cal- 
ling we are not only inuited vnto Chrittian liber- 
tiein generall,as a maine benefit of our Chriſtian 
profeſſion ; but alſo by it are enfranchiſed, being 
thereby put into poſſeſſion of a good part of it,and 
entituled to the reſt, For whereas naturally we are 
wholy, and not onelyin part(for that may be veri- 
fied of the faithfull, Rom.7.14.) carnall, ſold vnder 
finne; by our calling we are firſt made ſpiritual], 
being in ſome meaſure indued with the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, Now the ſpiritof Chriſt,being the ſpirit of 


libertie, 


%..a lu... 
oth. £4 
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| The doftrine of Chriftian hbertie. 21 
libertie, as Danid ſpeaketh, | Plalm.51. we may re-"?ſalm,51.14, 
ſolue with the Apoſtle, = that where the ſpirit of the = 1.corz.17. 
Lord &,there ts liberty. | 
But the liberty which we haue by our calling 
ſ:andeth on theſe degrees. Firſt, as it is an immu- 
nitic; our mindes aretherein freed from the ſerui- 
tude of blindneſfle and incredulitie, our hearts and 
willes from the bondage of that, which the Apo- 


ſtle callcth * «r4##», (ynder which all men natural- * 3:-.n.z2. 
ly are concluded) that is, diſobedience and infide- 


| Iitie;our ſelues, from the ſeruitudeof Satan, being 
! called and as it were culled out of the world, 


whereby is meant the company of worldly men, 
which is the kingdomeof the diuell, (who is the 
®Prince,yea the God ? of the world, working et- 


: þ 


® Ton 12.31, 


! fectually & 5 vnic aje eredel;, 4 inthe children of in- ; mp 4 
! fidcliticand diſobedience, blinding their vnder- *Fpbeſ.z.2. 

| ſtandings, and * captiuating their willes:) and laſt- *?7/-36- 
: ly tidnilared from the moſt ſlauith eſtate of dam- 

| nation, being *redeemed from among men, and *4poc.is.4, 


deliuercd out of the * world, which becauſe it :G,1,.,. 


| wholy,as Saint 70hn* ſaith, mf mms xiz, lieth yn- *r.Jebn x. 19, 
| der the ſubic&ion of the diuell, (who hath the 7975 #5 


mes, Of when 


| *power of death) is Mo ſubie@ to death and dam- he had/poten, 
2 nation. 


virſers, 
. #® 4 . - bo Hebr,t I 9 
As it is *«/z, that is,a power and intereſt ; wee : 


arc inour calling indued,asI ſaid, with the ſpirit of 
libertie, which freeth our ſfoules by enlightening 
our minds, perſwading our iudgements,and ſofte. 
ning our hearts, enſpiring thereinto godly defires 
and gracious reſolutions; whereby he beginning 


the grace of faith in vs, doth regenerate vs and 
vnite 


* Toby 5.24+ 


Y 2.Cor. 2.8. 
LY o.t.i2. 
z Rom.10.8. 
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nite vs vnto Chriſt. So thatby our effeQuallcal- 
ling, in regard thatthercin the ſpirit of libertie is 
communicated vnto vs, and the ſauing grace of 
faith is therein begotten 1n vs, wee are made the 
ſonnes of God and members of Chriſt, and are 
not only entituled to alltherights and priuiledges 
of the children of God, and members of Chriſt ; 
but alſoare preſently * tranſlated, as it were from 
deathtolife, and from theſtate of damnation, vn- 
to the ſtate of graceand ſaluation, 

But theſethings doencede ſome further expla- 
nation. Firſt, therefore in the miniſterie of the 
Goſpell,whichis the miniſteric ? of the ſpirit, the 
z word of faith, the ſeede of regeneration, the 


2 7am.1.18.25. * Jawe or doctrine of liberty, and the ordinarie 


t 2.7 Þeſ.2,14, 


c 2.C0r.3.5. 

« Gen.6.5. 0 
8.21, 

© Rom. 8.7. 


$1.C0r.2.14. 


3 1zC07.12.3, 


meanesof our ® vocation,the Lord, preuenting vs 

with his grace, ſendeth the ſpirit of his ſonne into 

our hearts; which being, as I ſaid, the ſpirit of li- 
bertie; firſt,freeth our minds from the bondage of 
ignorance,incredulitie and vanitie, wherein vntill 
then we were held captiue, not once able of our 
ſelues to entertainea © good thought, the whole 
frame of our thoughts being 4 onely euill conti- 
nually ; the wiſdomeof ourfleſh, © orthat which 

our fleſh mindeth,being emnitie againſt God, our 
ſelues, not onely not perceiuing, but being * not 
able to perceme thethings which are of the ſpirit 
of God, and much leſle able to giue affent vnto 
them (for no man can ſay that s Teſus is Chriſt but 
by the holy Ghoſt) and muchlefle to aſſent effec- 
tually,or by aliuely faith. The ſpirit of God there- 

fore by the miniſterie of the word (which ny 
Wt light 


F 
Hl ln 4 . SF >|» 


. _ 


T he doftrine of Chriftzan libertie. 25 
k light vnto our feete) as the meanes, and bythe + 2/z1.r19.rog 
Miniſters of the Goſpell as his inſtruments (who 
are therefore called the ! light of the world, and 'Mat.s. :4. 
are ſcent by Chriſt to * open oureyes, and to giue * 4426.18. 
hehttothem that fit in darkeneſſe;and in the ſha-  £44-.79- 
dowe of death) enlighteneth our minds to vnder- 
ſtand, and openeth ourhearts as hedid the heart 
of Lyara, periwading our ſoules ® egtxn ricmap/ers, ® AF16, 14, 
thatis,notonely toattend, but,as the word allo (ig- 
nifieth, to aſſent to thoſe things which are ſpoken 
by the Miniſters ; and thereby maketh vs vnfai- 
nedly to acknowledge and ſeriouſly to conſider, 
both our miſerable ſeruitude and damnable eſtate 
in our ſelues, and alſo the gracious libertic and ſa- 

uing graceof God offered in Chriſt. And this is 

the firſt degree of the libertie which wee haue in 
our calling,that therein weare calledout of 2dark- * r.7.2.9, 
neſſe into light, Of this liberty the Apoſtle ſpea- 

keth,2.Cor.z. * that whereas there is naturally a | ?-©973-' 5. 

vaile ouer mens hearts, that they cannot vnder- 7 

Rand the Word, this vaile is taken away by the 

ſpirit of God, when they turne vnto the Lord. 

Now the Lord (faith he) 75 theſpirit, and ous 

 ſpiritof the Lord #, there is libertre. In this regard 

theſpiritis compared toan ? eye-ſalue, and is cal- 7479.3-18. 

led that 4 anointing, which, being recciued fronv4 1.70b.z.27. 

Chriſt,teacheth vsallthings.. "= 

Hauing thus reuealed-yhtito vs both our owne 
miſerableeſtatein ourſelues, and the infinite mer- 

cies of Godin Chriſt, and moued vs truely toal- 

ſent thereto, in the next place hee toucheth our - 
hearts with a ſenſe of our miſery , and with a by. 

| trc 
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26 Thedoftrine of { briftian bbertie. 
ered of ſinne, which hath brought vs into that mi- 
ſerable eſtate,and by the miniſterie of the Word, 

* Rom,n.14, Which is his * powerto our ſaluation, & his # arme 
*gſai.z;.1. todraw vs vato him, he turneth our will and affe- 

*106.3.16., ions from darkneſſe (which naturally * we loue) 

47.:6.15. yntolight, not only working in vs hartie deſires, to 
come out of that damnableeſtate, and to be made 

partakers of Chriſt{which deſires alſo he being the 

2 24.12.10, * Spirit of ſupplication, helpeth vs to exprefſe in 

kow.5.216. hartie prayer;) butalfo inſpiring into vs aſctled re- 
ſolution, that for as much as libertie and faluation 
is promiſed to all that receine Chriſt by faith , we 
will therforerefolue yndoubtedly to acknowledge 

| him to be our only Sauiour, and to reſt ypon him 
'. alone for ſaluation. Thus by working, 1. In our 
I minds an effectuall aflent to the promiſe of the 


Goſpell. 2. In our hearts an ecarneft defire to bee 

#.T made partakers of Chriſts merits, and 3. In our wil 

At aſetled reſolution, to acknowledge him to be the 

3 Meſſias, and to relte ypon the mercies of God and 

| merits of Chriſt, for juſtification and ſaluation,(by 

* 7bn 1.11, Which three we do ® receive Chriſt), the Spirit of 

God begetteththegrace of iuſtifying faith in vs.In 

x 47.16.18. the begetting whſereof, he doth notonly * turne 
men from darknefle tolight, and from the power ' 

of Satan vnto God , buralfo regenerateth them, 

and vniteth them vnto'Chtiſt, making them of the 

children of wrath,the ſonnesof God; of the impcs 

of the old Adam, members of Chriſt; and of the 

r (oloſ.t.13. ſubieRs of Satan in the kingdomeof ? darknes, fel- 

s £pbeſc2.19, 1OW * citizens with the Saints inthe kingdome of 

God.And this is theliberty which we haue by our 

calling. 
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T he doftrine of (briftian libertle. 17 
calling. As for the tcachers of free will, and the 
magnifiers of our pure naturals, they neither ac- 
knowledge the woful bondage wherein we are by 
nature, nor the happie libertie, whereunto we are, 
not borne, but.called. For this is 2 libertic,ad quan 
n0n nati,ſed rewati ſurwre ; which we haue not by ge- 
neration, but by regeneration. Neither is1t a com- 
mon liberticofal,but a libertie peculiarto the peo- 
le of God, who area people * ſetatlibertie, pecu- * r.Per. 7.5. 
iarto the ſonnes of God, and. members of Chriſt. 
But it will beſaid, if there be no freedome in our 
willes before we be called, then beliks we are cal- 
led and faued againſt our willes, and we muſt look 
with the Enthuſiaſts for wolent raptures. I an- 
{were, that there is in our willes a freedome of na- 
ture, whereby itis free from compuliton. For, that 
the will ſhould be forced, it implieth a contradiRti- 
on : forthen it ſhould both will and nill the ſame 
thing atone time. Notwithſtanding this freedome 
of the will, vntill it be freed by grace, is a voluntary 
ſeruice offinne; voluntarily and with greedineſle, 
willing that which is enill, although it can will no- 
thing elſe. Butthepreuenting grace of God, wher- 
by we are called, is perſwaſiue, and that ordinarily - 
by the Word;drawing vs indeed,and ſo of vawil- 
ling making vs willing, but this is by perſwafion, 
and not by compulſion. Foralthough our willes1n 
thefirſta& of our conuerſion be meerely paſhue, 
and none cancome to Chriſt vnlefle the ® Father » 74.44. 
draw him : yet we can no ſooner conceiueaman 
to be effectually called, then that heis made wil- 


ling. For in the very act of our calling,of vnwilling 
E 2 we 


be "W.. 


28 The dofrine of Chriftian hbertie. 
weare made willing; and no ſoonerare we efftectu- 
ally drawne, but we willingly come: in whch ſenſe 
true is that ſaying of Chryſotom, Duc wi 3 Sic, Cum 
# ax, God indeed draweth, but he draweth him 
that is willing. Wherefore though our willes doe 
not concurre, aa vocationem, vnto ourcalling . yet 
they concurre, x vocatione, in our calling, being 
therein made free. 
d. 9. Now wearetointreate of the libertie which we 
Zafification haue both in our tuſtification, and alſo in our fan- 


ord Jani Fc%- tification. For howſoeuer theſe graces do alwaics 


confounded, To concurre; as that whoſocuer hath the one, hath 
the other; and whoſocuer hath not both, hath net- 
ther, yetare we carefully to diſtinguiſh them. For 
thePapiſts in not diſtinguiſhing them, confound 


the Law andthe Goſpell, aboliſh the maine bene- 
fit of Chriſt, whichin the Scriptures goeth vnder 
the name of iuſtification, and with it the libertie 
which we haue by it; and laſtly, by their Antichri- 
ſtian doctrine teach mer to'place the matter of 
their inſtification, and the merit ofſaluation in 
eemſelues. For they do teach, thata man is iuſti- 
fied, when heis maderighteous byrightcoujneſle 
inherent in himſelfe, and performed by. himſelfe, 
and accordingly make two degrees of iuſtificatt- 
on:Theone, which they call the firſt juſtification, 
whena man of aſinner is made juſt,bythe infuſion 
of faith, hope, and charitie the other, which they 
_callthe fecondiuſtification; when a man ofa iuft 
man is-made:more 1uſt by: bringing torth good 
workes. So thataccording to their dodrine, the 
rightcouſnes of the firſt juſtification, is _— 
by and 
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The doftrine of Chriſtian hibertie. 29 
and inherentinthemſelues; ofrheſecond, acuall, 


and performed by thetnſelues. And whereas iuſti- 
fication ſtandeth on two parts, viz.remiſſion of (in, 


and the making, or,asthe © Apoltleſpeaketh, con- * Rom.s.19: 


ſtituting of vs righteous ; as they teach, that weare 
made righteous; not by imputation,butby infuſi- 
on of righteouſnes : ſo they teach, that remiſſion 
of ſfinneis the deletion of inne,andthat-finnes are 
then-pardoned, when by -infuſton of the -con- 
trarie graces they are expelled. Euen-as water. is 
then ſaid to be warmed; when by-the acceflion of 
heatethe cold isexpelled. Againe,wherethe Scrip- 
ture faith, thatwe are tuſtified by grace, thatis, by 
the meere fauour of Godin Chriſt, -by:faith with- 
out workes, by the righteouſnes,of God, which 
without the law-is-manifeſted inthe Gofpell;th 

by grace,ynderſtand the graces of Godin A 
they ay concurre with faith vnto iuſtification ; by 
righteouſneſle, not the righteouſnes of Chriſt ap- 


prebendedby faith,biit arighteouſaesfrom Chriſt 


infuſed into vs,&c.Which dodtrines;being vnder- 


ſtood of ſanRification,: are forthe moſt part true. 


For we do notdcny,but thatthe matter of our-ſan- 
Qification is inherent in vs, and performed by vs, 
and that 1t is partly habitual}, and-partly aQuall ,. 
that it conſiſteth in our dying vntoſinne, which is 
called mortification, and living vnto righteoulſnes, 
which is called vinification : that there be degrees 
thereof, according to-the meaſure; of grace recei- 
ued : that weare ſanQified by the grace, orrather 
graces of Godin vs; and that thereunto notfaith 
alone,but hope and charitie, & other bothinward 

E.3 graces . 


R0M3.24. 


y « » - 
O - P 
G ” Ws vt —_ *%'%; 
ART Lo SRI C . we - < 
” I — _ - oO 


=> * þ4 . - 
" y a v0 +» 
”_—_— ry —_ — _—— _ FI 
4 


o 


30 Thedofirme of Cbriftian libertie. 


graces and outward obediencedo concurre, &c. 
But if the iuſtification which the Papiſts teach, 


| benothing elſe but ſanRification, whatthen is be- 


come of that, which in the Scriptures goeth vnder 
the name of iuſtification, and is the maine benefit 
ofthe Meflias, wherby we are not only freed from 
the guileoffinne, which bound vs ouer to death 
and damnation; but alſo are in Chriſt accepted as 
righteous, and made heires of cternall life ; by 
which wearefreed from thefeare of damnatis,and 
are entitled vnto the kingdome of heauen? Surely 
by the Popiſh dorine it is1n a manner aboliſhed, 
and with it the libertie which we haue by it,which 
isnoleſle then our delinerance from hell, and our 
title tothekingdome of heauen, which if we haue 
notby Chriſt, we haue no faluation by him. Fort 
is certaine, that whereby we are juſtified, thercby 
weare ſaued. | 

. This moſt pernicious and Antichriſtian error 
they ſeeke to juſtifie by the like notation of the La- 
tine words. For, asto be ſanQified, is to be made 
holy, by holines wrought in vs, ſo to be iuſtified, 
intheir conceit, is to be madeiuſt, by righteouſnes 
wrought in vs. - 

WheteuntolI anſwere, that if the Latine notati- 
on were to be reſpeed, it would not hinder our 
cauſe, For, we do freely confefle, that whom the 
Lord iuſtifieth, he maketh iuſt.But then the queſti- 
on is, whetherby imputation, or by infuſion. By 
impuration,welſay,as he juſtifieth ; by infuſton,nor 
as he iuſtifieth, but as he ſanctifieth. But the Latine 
word is no further to bee vrged, then as itisthe 

tranſlation 
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tranſlation of che Hebrew word/in the old Teſta- 
ment, and ofthe Greeke in thenew, which ſignifi- 
eth to iuſtific. Now itis plaine, that both the He- 
brew pw, and thegreeke nwss,, 'is verbum forenſe;'a 
tudiciall word aſcribed vnto God, asthe Ludge; to 
teach vs, when we thinke of juſtification, to ſum- 
mon our ſelues before the iudgement ſeat of God. 
And in this ſenfe it oppoſed to condemning, as 
im the 4 judgements of men, Deut.25. x. Prou.17: «nur, z;.r. 
15.ſ0 in the © iudgement of God, Marth. 12.37. By ®ro».17.15. 
thy words thou ſhalt be iuſtified, and by thy wo Kings -- 
thou ſhalt be condemnedzr.King.$8.32.Rom.$.16. rom.s.16.18. 
18, and Rom.$.23xr Hereby thenappeareth, both X9”-3.33- 
whatiuſtification is, and wherein itdiffereth from 
ſanQification. For the comrarieto ſanRitying, is 
polluting ; but thecontrarie to iuſtifying, is con- 
demning.Wherfore, as ſanRifyingbeingthe con- 
trarie to polluting, doth fienifh making holy ; ſo 
juſtifying being the contratie-to eodemning, doth 
ſignifie abſcluing, acquitting, pronouncing uſt, 
Andin this ſenſe euermore,inthequeſtionotiuſti- 
fication, it is vſed when it'is afcribed vneo God; 
Neither ave the Papiſts able x0 produce any'one 
teſtimonie, where juſtification being aſcribed 10 
God,(as*Itis Godthat dothiuſtifie) dothſignihe ;,,,,. 
making righteous by infuſion, Thisthenisthefirſt & 8.;;. 
note of difference, whereunto others may be ad- 
ded. Fort inivftification, as I ſaid before, wehawe 2 
communion with Chriſt; in reſpetof-hismeris 
imputed vnato vs, tofree'vs from the guiltof finne, 
and feare of dainnation, and to-entitle:vs tothe 
kingdome of heauen. In ſanRification-we hawe 
commu- 
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7 Thedotirme of (briftian hbertie: 
communion with Chriſt in reſpe& of his graces, 
which beingin him without meaſure, are by his 
ſpirit derinedto vs in meaſure, and communicated 
by. infuſion,totreevs from the corruption and do- 
minionof finne, andto prepare and fit vs for the 
kingdomeof heauen. | 
2 - -The-matter therefore of Iuſtification, or that 
whereby wearcabſolued, and in reſpe& whereof, 
| Goddothacquitys fromourſinnes,and accepting 
* vsasiuſt; dotliſo pronounce of vs, is the merits, 
_. righteouſnefle, and obedience of Chriſt our Saui- 
. . our. Forby what weareredeemed,by that, we haue 
z Fpbeſ.1.7, © - 8 remiſſion of finnes,or iuſtification;but we are re- 
Coloſ.1.14 deemed onlybythe merits and righteouſneſſe of 
Chriſt, and not-by; our -owne, and therefore we 
are iuſtified bythe righteouſgesof Chriſt, and not 
» by that whichis inherent invs,or performed by ys: 
but ouriſanRification confiſteth-in; the graces of 
Gods ſpititinherentin ys, and the new obedience 
performed by vs: Ort0317n9G © | 
4 -Weare iuſtified|by imputation of Chriſtsrigh- 
teouſnes,: when; God imputing to a belicuer the 
rightcouſnes of Chriſt, 'and accepting of it inthe 
 belicuersbehalfe, as if hehad'performed it in his 
% owneperſon, doth not only acquithim from his 
| ſinnes, but alſo accepteth of him as righteous in 
Chriſt, and-asan heire of eternall life. For as Chriſt 
: 2.c0r.547, Was madea f{innerforvs, ſoare we made * righte- 
| ous before God inhim : Chriſt was madea ſinner 
tor vs, by imputation of qur finnes to him : there- 
fore weare made rightcous before God in him,by 
imputation of his rightconſnes vnto vs. Againe, as 
WHT) | we 
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we were madefinners, that is,guiltic of the farſt A- 

dams travſgreffion , i ſoare we iuſtified by the o- ' Roy. 5.19. 1g 
bedience of the ſecond Adam. But weareguiltie of 

the firſt 4dams tranſgreſiion by imputation, For 

how ſhould that being an action, and therefore 

tranſtent, be communicated vnto vs? Let Bellar- 

mine an{were : It is communicated to vs, ſaith he, 

k as tranſient things vie to be communicated, that « 44e peccarii 
is to lay,by imputation. Therefore weare juſtified by 1964 gomme- 
impuration of the obedience of theſecond Adam. ,,,on 
For the obedience of Chriſt which he performed medo,quo com- 
onearth, being tranſtent, how could it be commu- any 4 
nicated ynto vs, but as Bellarmire (aith, all tranſient-aimirum per 
things are communicated,viz.by imputation? The:/P«tationem. 
eaſon of which impuration is this. For asallmen-;,p,umur, ou 


being in Adamas the roote of mankind, originally, ex Adamo naſ- 
areguiltie of his ſin, it being imputed vnto them, T1 


becauſe in him & by him, by reaſon of their vnion tnbic 4dam3 
with him;all ſinned: ſo the faithfull beingin Chriſt xi#entcs,mm eo | 
as their head or root, are iuſtified by his obedience, {mu com 
it being imputed to then, becauſe in him, and by ipſe peccauir. 
him, by reaſon of our vnion with him, we fulfil- popu ac, 
led the Law, andin him, and by him: we ſatisfied; « jar. ry 
the iuſtice of God. But weare ſanRifed by the in- 5-917. 
tuſion of grace wrought in vs by the holy Ghoſt. 

luſtification is the verie intitling' of vs to-the, +. 
kingdome of -heauen. Sanctification is both the 
badge and cognizance, whereby they are to bee 
diſcerned and knowen who are juſtified, and ſhall 
be ! ſaued, and the fitting and preparing of vs to ! 4.6.18, 


that kingdome, whereinto no vncleanething ſhall & 20-32. | 


enter. 
F The 


Om ﬀ wo ofhooOmOes, Ih, .tromtmn Old. cf —_ —_— _— kb 2. a = 7% a 
”"* . | . n b %*., * 1 ; 
. -. 


J4 The doftrine of {hriftian hbertie. 


The righteouſnes of juſtification is perfeR, (for 
it is the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt) and therefore of 
juſtification it ſelfe there are no degrees, though of 
theaſſurance thereof there be degrees, according | 
to the meaſureof faith. The righteouſneſle of our 
ſanification, which is inherent, is vnperfe& in 
this life, and ſtayned with the fleſh, and thereof 
there are degrees, as we grow in grace. 

7, Wearebothiuſtifiedandſandtified by faith, but 
 indiuersreſpes. Weare iuſtified by faith, becauſe 
by it weapprehend therighteouſnes of Chriſt,and 
therefore are juſtified by it, not formally, as itisa 
poweror habitin vs, or as it-is a part of inherent 
righreouſnes, but relatiuely in reſpect ofthe obie&t 
which it doth apprehend ;.andby it alone we are 
18 j iuſtified, becauſe it is the _ grace in vs, which 
| apprehendeth the merits of Chriſt to iuſtification. 
mn | 


Wee are ſanQtified by faith, as a chiefe part ofour 
ſanRificarion, being as. it were the roote, both of 
other inwardgraces, and outward obedience: but 
we are not{anQified by italone, becauſe not only 
other graces inherent, but alſo outward obedience 
concurrethereto. 

'70,  Theſethingsthus premiſed,let vs confider what 
rhehberticof that libertie is, which we haue both in our iuſtifi- 
wiificatior. cation, and alſo in our ſanRification. I; both (as: 

our freedome is an immunitie) we arefreed from 

ſinne, and from the Law, which is the ſtrength of 

ſinne, though in different reſpes, which will be 

ſo many more differences berwixt iuſtification 

| and ſandification.. Inſin there are two things, the- 
8 guilt therof,and the corruption. In juſtification we 
as 
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are freed wholly from the guilt of ſinne : for to be 
iuſtified, is to have remiſhonoffin®, Rom.4.6.7. «;,,,,.. 
or, which is all one, to be freed, or abſolued from Freedom: /row 
the guilt of it. And ſo certaine itis, thatin iuſtifica- &## ef/uxe. 
tion we hauethis freedome, that to be iuſtified, is 
to be freed, according to the Scriptures phraſe ®, * 2om.6.7, 
Rom. 6.7. He that « dead, & freed from [in:the Greek 
is ail, See ® At.13.38.39. Beit knowen vnioyon, *dfitz.z8.z9 * 
that throuzh Chrift is preached vnto you forgiuene(ſe of 
ſunnes. And fromall things, from which you could not be 
iu#ified by the law of Moſes, by him enery one that be- 
leeneth i iuftified. Where, to be iuſtified, is to haue 
pardon of finne, or freedome from the guilt of it. 

The guilt of fin is the obligatis orbinding oner 
of the ſinner vnto puniſhment : and this bond is 
partly in the Law, * whichis the hand-writing or * 4: theaw- 
obligation thatis againſt vs, binding ouerthetranl- —— 4 
grefſor of it, to the puniſhment threatnedin it, 
and partly inthe * conſcience, applying the Law, « ,.,.,9:, 
morall or naturall, to the ſinner, and from thence «ſſunycion. 
* pronouncing him ſubic to puniſhment. From » ,,,ycw, or 
this obligation or guilt we are freed before God, concluſion. 
and as it were inthe court of heauen, ſo ſoone as 
we belecue:: and weare freed from the ſame in the 
court of conſcience, when we know that we be- 
leeue, and are affured of our juſtification. For,? by » 4#.16.18, 
faith we have remiſſion of finne : and whoſoener 
q belecuethm Chriſt, heis juſtified from the guilt 148.13. ;8 39 
thereof. 

This our freedome containeth in it happineſſe, 
for as their eſtate is miſerable, whoſe finnes are not 
forgiuen,becauſe by their fins they are debtors vn- 
F 2 to 
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to God,owing in reſpe&thereofeternal death and 
damnation (though they only feele this burthen, 
whole conſcience isthroughly touched, of whom 

* Prov.18.14. it is ſaid,” A wounded [pirit who is able to beare?) 

ſo their eſtate is happie, whoare freed fr6 the guilt 
of ſinne. David, though a King, flouriſhing ingreat 
honor, wealth, and delights ; notwithſtanding he 
©P/al.2.1.2, repoſeth his felicitie in the forgiuenes of fin, © Pal. 
Rom.4.5. 232. Bleſſed is the man whoſe wickeaneſſe is forgiuen, and 
whoſe ſinne is couered, bleſſed is the man to whom the 
Lord imputeth not wg Which ſhould moue vs 
aboucall things to labour for the forgiueneſle of 
ſin, and for the aſſurance thercof, If thou beleeue 

*:.70b.1.9. -jn Chriſt, and withall confeſſe thy fin « and forſake 

3 « Prov.28. 13." jt. thou mayeſt be ſure that it is pardoned, 

x; \ Ix; Secondly,in our iuſtification we are freed from 
{ *6al.4.4.c. the*law,and that in two reſpects. Firſt, from the 
Freedome from rralediction or condemnation of it : ſecondly, 
elar. fromthelawes exaQtionof inherent and that per- 

te righteoulſnes vnto juſtification. Vnder which 

double yoke of bondageall men are, that are not 

iuſtifhed by fairh in Chriſt: that is,all men in them- 

z Gal,z.10, f{elucs are ſubict tothe curſe * who inthe leaſt de- 
greedoeat any time.in their whole life tranſgreſſe 

any part ofthe law.as all men oftentimes doe ; and 

apain,no man whois notin Chriſt, can be exemp- 

tcd fromthe curſe, and attaine to taſtification, vn- 

lefle he continue inallthe things which are writ- 

ten in the booke of thelaw to doe them; which no 

man is able to doe, the lawe by reaſon of the fleth 

7Rom,8.;, being?) impoſſible ynto vs. Let naturall or vncon- 
uerted men apply this tothemſclues. Cant thou 

not. 
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notby the ſentence of the law be exempted from 
the curſe, vnleſſe thou doſt not oncly not commit 
the things forbidden, but alfo doe the duties com- 
 maunded ; vnleſſe thou doſt all, and vnlefle thou 
continueſt in doing all, neuer failing in any one 
particular; and finally, vnlefle thou continueſt in 
doing all, and euery thing commaunded in that 
erfet manner and meaſure which the lawe pre- - 
{cribeth 2 Alas then, how wile thou eſcape the 

dreadfull curſe, who in ſteadof doing the dutics 
commaunded;haſt done the vices forbidden; who 
in ſtead of keeping all the commaundements, haſt 
broken them all; and in ſtead of continuing in a 
totall perpetuall and pertet obedienceofthe lawe, 
haſt continued in the diſobedience thereof ? 
Hence we may conclude with the Apoſtle, thatall 

men in themſelues, cuen thoſe = who ſecke to be : Gal.z.10. 
juſtified by the lawe, bee concluded vnder finne, 
and conſequently vnder the'curſe : and therefore 
haue cxtreame neede to ſeeke ynto Chriſt, that by 
him-they may beſet free from this twofold bon- 

dage ; which is, to be vnder the curle ofthelawe if 
we breake it, when we can doe nothing elſe but 
breakeit; and to beexcluded from iuſtification, if 
. .wedoe not continue in the perte& performance - 

of the lawe, when we are not able ſo much as to 

athinkea good thought, or once towill thatwhich = ,,coy.,.,. 

1s ſpiritually good. But by Chriſt we are freed Freedome from 
from both. Firſt fromthe curſe, asthe Apoſtle in /***#/i4e 

expreſle tearmes teacheth : ® Chriſt hath redeemed » Gal.z.rz; 
vs from the curſe of the lawe, when he was made a curſe 
for vs, He hath freed vs from the puniſhment of 
F 3 ſinne, 
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33 -Thedoftrine of Chriftian hibertic. 
ſinne, by vndergoing the puniſhment for vs, hee 
hath acquitted vs from our debts by diſcharging 
© 8fa.53.3. them for vs. Foras Eſay < ſaith, He was wounded for 
our tranſereſions, he was broken for our in iquities, the 
chaſtiſement of our peace (that is, which was to pro- 
cure vs peace and reconciliation with God) was 
laide upon him, and by his ſtripes we are healed. And 
*Verſ.6, againe, 4 The Lord hath laide upon him the iniquitie 
of vs all, thatis, the puniſhment of all our ſinnes. 
*Yaſui, And, © My righteous ſeruant by his knowledze,that is, 
by the knowledge of him orfaith in him, ſhall i«- 

ſlifie many, for he That beare their iniquities. 

Now,bythecurſe of the law from which Chriſt 
'Pfal.91.10, doth free ys, weareto vnderſtand all euill f of pu- 
niſhment,as well temporall as eternall : for it isab- 
ſurd to imagine with the Papiſts, that Chriſt ha- 
uing freed vs from the eternall puniſhment, hath 
not freed ys from the temporall. By temporall,we 
meane the ecuils both of this lite, whether corpo- 

rall or ſpirituall (which are innumerable) andalſo - 
intheende of this life, viz. anceuill death. Againſt 
both theſe it will be obiected, and firſt againſt the 
former, that notwithſtanding their iuſtification, 
the faithfull are as ſubie& to afflictions and cala- 

! mitiesof this lifeas others,and therefore topuniſh- 
ments. But Ideny that conſequence,if you ſpeake 
of puniſhments properly, which be the curſes of 
the law inflited vpon men by way of vengeance, 
to ſatisfie the iuſtice of God. For the Lord hath 
impoſed the puniſhment of all our finnes vpon 
Chriſt, who hath fully ſatisfied the 1uſtice of his 
Father for them, Andtherefore as there is no con- 

' demnation, 
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demnation , ſono puniſhment (properly vnder- 

ſtood) to them that are in Chriſt Teſus. Neither 

can it ſtand with the juſtice of God (who is not 

onely mercifull, but alſo s iuſt in iuſtitying of vs) # Rom.z.:5.26 
to exact a puniſhment of the faithfull for the ſa *:/e#1.9. 
tisfying of his iuſtice, for whom Chriſt hath alrea- 

dy fully ſarisfied his iuſtice by bearing the puniſh- 

ment : this were to puniſh the ſame ſinnes twice, 

once in Chriſt, and againein vs. Indeed the faith- 

full are ſubic& to croſſes and afflitions: butall the 
afflictions of the godly are cither trials for their 

good, or ſuch indgements as-are cither ſimply fa- 

therly chaſtiſements proceeding from loue, and 
meetely reſpeting the good of the party chaſti- 

ſed, whereof the Apoſtle pe 1.Cor.11.32. 

7 


bJVhen we are indged we are bh td of the Lord, that * 1.Cor.1t.32. 
we ſhould not be condemned wi world, or elſethey 
be alſo mes, (according tor the ® erymologic of i0/nus beer, 
the word which by ſome is giuen) when God be. #4 «ex care. 
ſides the chaſtiſement of the party, hath alſo care 
orreſpect to his owne honour, which would be 
impeached, if hee ſhould feeme to winke ar the: 
ſcandalous offences of his children, asthough he 
would maintaine them intheir ſms. In which re- 
eard iudgement, as Peter *{aith, beginneth qt the* r.P«1.4.17. 
houſe of God. For the Lord many times correteth 
thoſe ſins inthe godly, both for his owne honor, 
and theirgood, which he ſeemeth to paſle by in 
the wicked. Of this kind we have an example in 
Daznid,to whom the Lord vpon his ſubmiſſion for- 
gue his grieuous fins of murther and adulterie, 
notwithſtanding both for A a 

and 
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The doftrine of ( brift1an hibertie, 
and for the example of others, but chiefely for the 
maintenance of his owne glorie ( which by the 
ſcandalous offences of Gods children, is by the 
wicked blaſphemed, as though ſuch ſins were the 
fruits ofthe religion and ſeruice of God), hewould 


not ſuffer the child begotten in adulterie to liue. 
Why * becauſeby that ſin Danid had! cauſed the 


_ enemies ofthe Lord to blaſpheme. The vſe which 
-” weare to make hereof, is,:not with the Papiſts, ro 


= Amos 4.12. 


® 1.Cor.11,31. 


teach men-to make ſatisfaction to God for their 
fins, as though Chriſt had not fully ſatisfied for 
them alreadie : butto teach men, both to beware 
thatthey do not commit lin, eſpecially ſcandalous 
ſins ; becauſe thereby they diſpleaſe and diſhonor 
God their mercifull Father, prouoking him to 
powre his judgemets vpon them, for their amend- 
ment, thatthey be not codemned with the world, 
and for the maintenance of his owne honor : 'and 
alſo that hauing ſinned, we do ® meete the Lord in 
his iudgements, by humbling our ſclues before 
him, confeſſing our fault, and craving pardon, 
that ® iudgeing ourſclues, we may not be iudged 

of the Lord. | 
Againftthe ſecond itis alſo obieed, that not- 
withſtanding their iuſtification, the godly die as 
well as the wicked. I an{were, that as of all aflicti- 
ons, ſoalſo-of death, the nature is changed in re- 
ſpe&tofthe faithful;to whom death it ſelte,though 
brought in by the malice of the dinel,is not a curſe 
or puniſhment properly. I do not denie, but that 
many times, in reſpect of thetime and mannerof 
dcath,thegodly arc iudgedand chaſtiſed, the Lord 
in 
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in mercie killing thcir bodies, that he:may * ſaue * r.cor. xx. 
their ſoules ; but fromthe euill of death theyare 393% 


' wholly freed : for tothem itis theend ot finne,and 
is therefore inflited vpon vs, thatfinne might die 


with vs, as Methodins ? ſaith, and being the end of r 4pudzpi- | 
ſin vnto vs, it is alſothe endof miſerie, the hauen /enberd.64. 


of reſt, a happie paſſage out of this vale of miſerie 
vntothekingdome of glorie; and ſo not onelyno 
curſe, butalſo a bleſſing, no loſle, but an aduan- 
tage, as after we ſhallſhew. For yet we ſpeake but 
of the immunities of iuſtification, the principall 
whereof yet remaineth to be ſpoken of; thatis,free- 
dome from ſubicion to damnation,to euerlaſting 
death, to the eternall wrath of God, which is the 
moſt miſerable bondage and ſubieRion ofal thoſe, 
who are not iuſtifiedby faith in Chriſt. But fro this 
curſealſo Chriſt hath freed the faithfull. For this is 


theimmunitie which wehaueby him; that 4 who- 1 70bz 3.16. 
ſoener beleeneth in him ſhall not periſh,that there is * 20" 39m. 8.1. 


condemnation to them that be in Chri# leſws , that by 


his death £ he hath deftroyed bim that had the power of * nebr.2.15. 


death, that he might deliner them all, which for feare of 
death, were all their life time ſubiec? to bondage;that Ice- 


ſus our Saujour deliuereth'vs from the * wrath' to © 1-7h4/r.ro, 


come. 
And thus wee hane heard of two immunities, 
which wee haue inour iuſtification:: that wee are 
freedfromthe guilt of finne, and from the curſe of 
the Law,whetcto ourſin had-madevs {ubict. And 
from henceariſeth vnſpeakeable peaceand iivercie 
to thediſtreſſed conſcience, terrified with the guile 
of ſingc, the curſe of the Lan, and feare of damna- 
t10N ; 
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42 The doftrine of {briftian bbertie. 
tion;when itrecciuing Chriſt by faith, hath immu- 
nitic and freedome from them all. | 
6. 12. _ followeth the other immunitie from the 
Freedome from law,in reſpect of the exation —_— righteoul. 
eee. RESO beinherent in vs, and perfect obedience to 
ret righceouſe be performed by vs, vnto our iuſtification and fal- 
nei, 18 16/Þ- yation : vato which yoke of bondage, as Iſaid, all 
— men by nature are ſubie&. For it isſure and cer- 
taine, that without righteouſnes,and ſuch arighte- 
ouſneſle as is fully anfwerable to the perfect law of 
God, no mancan be iuſtified, | 
Now, this righteouſnes muſt etther be inherent 
inourſclues, which is the righteouſneſle that the 
Law requireth ynto juſtification , or being perfor- 
med by another, (which is Chriſt) for vs, muſt be 
imputed vnto vs: and that is the righteouſneſſe 
which the Goſpel propoundeth vnto iuſtification. 
! A third righteouſnes, whereby wee ſhould bee 
iuſtified, cannot be named. If therefore we be not 
partakers of Chrifts righteoufnes apprehended by 
faith, we muſt ſtand to the ſentence of the Law; 
which is,cither to performe perfeR and perpetual} 
obedience, or. not to bee juſtified. Bur if Chriſts 
righteouſnes be imputed vnto vs (asitis to all that 
apprehend it by faith)then are we ;#ified,notwith- 
» 399.3-2%. ſtandingtheſentence ofthe Law, by * faith, (that 
Galah.2.1% is, by the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt «(5 v9r by 
faith) without the workes of the Law, that is, without 
any reſpeof obedience performed by our ſelues. 
And in this libertie from the Law, ſtandeth the 
chiefe comfortand ſtay of a Chriſtian, when hee 
jummoning himſelfe, as it were in the court of his 
conſcience 
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T he doltrine of ( briftian hbertie. 43 
conſcience beforetheiudgement ſeate of God, to 
be iuſtified, or condemned, ſhall conſider that by 
Chriſt heis freed, both fromthe condemnation of 
the Law, and from the exation ef inherent righ- 
ecouſnes to juſtification : ſo that he ſhall not need 
to ſtand to theſentence of the Law, or to'truſt to 
any obedience performed by himlſelte, as it were 
toa broken ſtaffe, wherein there can be no com- _ 
fort, (for if God ſhould cnrer into * iudgement * 7/a.14z.:. 
with vs according thereto, no man living could be 
iuſtified) but may ſafely & freely, without reſpeR, 
cither of his owne obedience, or ofthe ſentence of 
thelaw, relic ypon the mercies of God, and merits 
of Chriſt ; that foras much as the Lord hath given 
him grace to belecue; & by that faith hath * eſpou- * #9229. 

_ ſed him to Chriſt, and vaited him vnto him as his 
member ; he hathalſo communion'in Chriſts me- 
rits, hereby without regard to any righteouſneſſe 
of his owne, heis juſtifiedbefore God. 
Againſt this part of Chriſtian libertie, whichis 
moſt comfortable, the Church of Rome (asit well 
becomes the ſynagogue of Antichriſt ) doth by 
might and maine oppoſe itſelfe : contending, not 
only that we are iuſtified by righteouſneſſe inhe- 
rent; but alſo that the ſame obedience, which the 
Law preſcribeth, is in greater perfeion required 
inthe Goſpel vntoiuſtification.By which doQtrine 
of theirs, they confound the Law andthe Goſpell, 
andin ſo doingabolith the couenant of grace, an- 
nihilate the maine promiſe of the Goſpell, which 
is the charter of our libertie,the grofid of our faith, 
the foundation of all our — efor — 
2 an 
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44 The dofirine of Chriftian bbertie. 
andſaluation.' For if the Goſpell promifc and pro- 
pound iuſtification andfaluation, vpon the condi- 
tion of our owne obedience, and that in more per- 
teion then the law it ſelfe required : then is it not 
only acouenant of workes, as well as the law, but 
alſo impoſeth a heauieryokeypon mens confcien- 
ces, then the Law did. But it is manifeſt that the 
Goſpellis the couenant of grace made with Abra- 
7 Galath.3.3, ham 7, concerning iuſtification by faith in Chriſt, 
_y whereas the Law contrariwiſe is the couenant of 
workes, which 430. yeares after was deliuered by 
Moſes, and did not diſanull the. former promile, 
concerning iuſtification by faith. The condition 
wheron the Goſpellpromiſethiuſtification,js faith 
in Chriſtzthe condition of the Law,our owne per- 
-Rom.x0.5, Tet & perpetual obedience.For the Goſpel * ſaith, 
&c, Ifthoubeleeuein Chriſt, thou art iuſtified & ſhalt 
be ſauced: the Law,If thou doſt theſe things, thou 
ſhalt liue thereby. The righteouſnes exacted inthe 
law rouſtification, is a righteouſnes both habitu- 
all inherent in ourſelues; andactuallperformedby 
*No1,3.21.22 Our ſelues. The righteouſnes * which without the 
Law is reucaled in the Goſpel, is the rizhteonſnes of 
> 7erem.23.6. God, that is, of Chriſt who is God, (for he is Þ 7eho- 
4, our righteouſneſſe, and was giuen vntovsof 
-1.c0r,7,30, God © to beour righteouſneſle) by the faith of Ieſz45 
| Chri#t, wntoall, and pon all that beleene, thatis, the 
righteouſneſle of Chrift, who is God(rthough not 
the righteouſnes of the Deitie,as 0/zander thought, 
butthe righteouſneſle both inherentin him, as he 
was man, as his innocencieand holineſle, and alſo 
performed by hiw, as his paſſiue andactiue obedi- 
ence) 
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ence) being apprehended{by faith, isaccording to 
the doctrine ofthe Goſpell, imputedtocuery be- 
leener vntoiuſtification. 
That Chriſt is our righteouſnefſe, and zhe 4end 4 Rom.to.,,. 
of the Law wvnto rizhteouſneſſe to all that beleene, that 
whoſoener © beleeneth in Chrift ſhall beſaued, it is the « 7opy 4.16. 
maine dotrineof the Goſpell, the chiefearticle of Mark.16.16, 
ourreligion, the charter ofour inheritance, the aſ- 
ſurance which we haue of ſalvation. : which we 
are ſo to hold, as thatif an * Angell from heauen *G2/2b.r.1.s. 
ſhould teach vs another Goſpell, or propound vn- 
to-vs another way of iuſtification,-(as namely, by 
inherent righteouſnes, and our owne obedience) 
we ought to hold himaccurſed,andourſelues alſo, 
if we yeeldto him. For whoſocuer-looke to be iu- 
ſtified by the obedience which. the Law pu 
beth, they 8s are ſeparated from Chriſt, and fallen ; 64).5.4; 
fromgrace.. : 
-./ Wedoe notdeny,but thatthe Goſpell teacheth 
repentance as well as faith ; and commendeth the 
duties of ſanRification, as well as it promiſeth 
iuſtification. Yea, as it promiſeth the grace of iu- 
ſification to thoſe that belecue ;{o tothem that are. 
iuſtified and redeemed;;it promiſeth the grace of * Zk.r.74. 
fanctification by the ſpirit, whereby they arein- /#-3!-33-34-- 
abled in ſome meaſure to worſhip God in holti- 
neſle and righteouſneſſe. We doe allo confeſle 
that a greater meaſure of knowledge and obedi- 
ence is required of the faithfull vnder the Goſpell, 
then was vnder the Lawe; becauſe to whom more 
is giuen, of them more is required, and the greater 


benefit requireth the greater duties of thanketul- 
G3 neſle.. 
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/ neſſe. But when the queſtion is of the matter of 


- ouriuſtification,and meritofourſaluation,where- 


i2.for.c.19. 
Epbeſ. '..7. 


k Rom. 5.9. 
18. I 9, 


1 Philip.3.8. 9. 


by we being ſinners and loſt in our ſelues, ſhould 
bee iuſtified before God, and entituled vnto the 
kingdome of heanen, whatthat is, whereby we are 
abſolued from ourſinnes, andaccepted as righte- 
ous,and as heires of eternal[ life;what thatis, which 
will ſtand in 1udgement before God, and which 
we may truſt \nto, when weappeare before the 
judgement ſeat of God, why the ſentence of con- 
demnation ſhould notbe pronouncedagainſt vs, 
what that is, whereby wee are redeemed from 
death,and reconciled vnto God,or,as the ſcripture 
yttereth the ſame thing in other tearmes, | where- 
by we haue remiſſion of ſinnes : it is moſt plaine, 
that the doctrine of the Goſpel placerth the whole 
matter of tuſtification,and merit of faluation in the 
righteouſneſſe and obedience of Chriſtalone , by 
whoſe blood, as the Apoſtle * ſpeaketh, and by 
whoſe obedience,we arc iuſtified. As for that righ- 
teouſneſſe which is inherentin our ſclues, though 
infuſed of God, and that obedience which is per- 
formed by our ſclues, though proceeding from 
grace; the Goſpellteacheth vs, in the queſtion of 
iuſtification, 1 to eſteeme it as drofſe and dung, 
yeaas lofle,thatwe may gaine Chriſt, and may be 
found in him,not hauing our own righteouſneſle, 
which is preſcribed in the lawe, but that which is 
through the faich of Chriſt, the righteouſneſſe 

which is of God through faith. 
' This therefore is the libetty which we haue by 
thegrace of iuſtification, that wee are freed _ 
that 
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The dofirine of Chriftian hbertie. 47 
that miſerable bondage of the law, which exaterh + 
an obedience and righteouſneſle inherent vnto 
juſtification, which no man is able to performe, 
and therefore holdeth menin fubieion to dam- 
nation,engendring with Agar, ® as the Apoftle =6aat. 4.24. 
ſpeaketh, none but ſeruants, which ſhall not inhe- ©*- 
rit with the children of the free woman, that is, 
who are begotten by the Goſpell, robe the heires 
of that righteouſnefle which is by faith. 

And thus much of thelibertic oftuſtificationas \&. x3. 
itisan immunitie. Forasitis * or right,italſo Thelibernesf 
containeth many notable priuiledges. 5 worn 

Fitft,that weare not onely freed from the guile with the prixi- 
of {inne, but'alſo are accepted and pronounced /*4ges there/: 
iuſt, and by imputation of Chriſts, both *paſhue * &om.s. 9.19. 
and actiue obedience made righteous, which ® im- * xow.4.6.7. 
mediately followes vpon the former, fo that by 2.Cor.5.21, 
ourkiftibcoiiel we are not onely made mori 
rie, but alſo ſtand righteous before God, and thar, 
by the righteouſneſſeof Chrilt. 

Secondly, that we arenot onely freed from the 

curſe of thelawe, but alfo are made partakers of 

the » bleſſednefſe promiſed to _{&braham,viz. that » Galath.z. r 3, 
in his 4 ſcede, which is Chriſt, thefaithfull of all 141% | 
nations ſhould bee bleſfed. But this will beſt ap. **"***"* 
pearcin the particulars: for the faithfull are not 

onely freed from the euils of this life, whether cor- 

porall or ſpiritzall, as they be curſes ; butthey are 

all turned into bleffings vnto them.. For this is the 

priuiledge of the faithfull , that the Lord cauſeth 

all things, whether good or bad, * To worke t0ge- * Row,8.28, 
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ſenſe David ſaith,” that all things ſucceede well with 
the righteous man. As for atflitions, he both profeſ- 
ſeth 1n particular of himſelfe, * that i was good for 
hins that he had been affiited; and allo in generall, 
pronounceth the man bleſſed, whomthe Lord doth 
chaſtiſe and teach in his lawe. 


Againe, corporall deaths not onely no loſſe to 


thefaithfull, but alſo an aduantage; becauſe in it | 


they change aſinfull and mortall life, for alife bleſ- 
ſed and immortal]. It is not onely no curſe, but al- 
ſoableſling: foritisnotonely the end of finne and 
miſecrie, but the beginning of perte& and cuerla- 
ſting happinefſe: whereupon the holy Ghoſt*pro- 
nounceth them all bleſſed that die in the Lord. 
Neither are the faithfull onely freed from feare 
of damnation,but alſoare put in aſſurance of euer- 
laſting life, being * ſaued in hope, which is the 
chiefc happineſſe that can beenioyedin this life, 
Thirdly, weare not-onely freed from the ſen- 
tence of the lawe,exaQting of vs perfect obedience 
ynto iuſtification, but wee haue alſo liberty to 
pleadethe righteouſneſſe propounded in the co- 
uenant of grace; and to appeale from the ſentence 
of the lawe, to the promiſe of the Goſpell; from 
the tribunall of tuſtice,tothe throne of grace; and 
in the queſtion of iuſtification not atall to regarde 
ourowne obedience, but wholly to reſt ypon the 
mercies of God and merits of Chriſtour ſauiour. 
Vponthis liberty of iuſtification follow other 
priuiledges. For firſt, whereas by nature we are 
the children of wrath ; now,” being inf#ified by faith, 
we haue peace with God, through our Lord leſus Chriſt, 
who 


"_ 


hed 
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who hath = reconciled vs to his Father. » (oloſ.t.10,21 

2 Whereas {tn maketha * ſeparation betweene » za 59.2. 
Godand vs, ſo that naturally we ſhunne the pre- 
ſence of God, as ofa ſcuere Iudge; being iuſtified 
by the righteouſneſle of Chriſt, wee alſo haue free 
b acceſſe vnto God by faith,and hauelibertie with 7597-54. 
boldneſle and aſſurance that we ſhall be heard, to > 
make our requeſtsto God in the name of Chriſt. 

3 Vponour tuſtification by faith,weare endued 
with the © ſpiritofadoption, whichafſureth vs of © zo.s.s. 
Gods fatherly loue towards vs, teaching vs to crie F/*9-1-13- 
in our hearts, Abba Father ; by which, being the 64,5 
earneſt of our inheritance, wee are ſealed vp' vnto #pbeſ4.30. 
the day of ourfull redemption. 

4 With the hope of ſaluation, which is 4 a com- *xom.$. 2; 


panion of iuſtifying faith, anda conſequent of iu- 7:3. 


ſtification, whereby we liue in expectation of cuer- 


laſting happineſle. 

5 With ioy © in the holy Ghoſt, which Peter «xom.s.2.3; 
calleth toy vnſpeakeable and glorious. For the A- 1.7et.1.8. 
poſtle denying that the libertie of Chriſtians doth 
chiefely ſtand infmeat and drinke, and inthe free fRom.14.17. 
vſcof outward things; ſheweth alſo wherin it prin- 
cipally doth conſiſt. For the kingdorhe of God (faith 
he) & not meate and drinke, but righteouſnes, which is 


the priuiledge of iuſtification it ſelfe, and peace and 


zoy in the holy Gho#, which are conſequents of the 


former. 

Laſtly,with per{ſeuerance.Fors the Son abideth s 7obn 8. z5. 
in the houſe for euer, being * ſafely kept by the * 1-Pet.1.5. 
power of Godthrough faith vnto ſaluation. Forif ****#* 

| H ſons, 


i. AA. 4 
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5 I» 


i Rom.$.17, | ſons, then heires, heires of God, and cohcires 


with Chriſt,&c. 
Now I come to the libertie which we haue in 


»L& , R 
The _ af Our ſanctification, and ſo farre forth as we are ſan- 


ſanftification. tified. Now our ſanification in this life bein 


1.From the ds- 
minion of [12. 


« 2.P4a, 2.19, 


| inthem, they muſt perſwade themſelues they are 


mor O 
but in part, ſo isthis libertie : which, as itis an im- 
munitie, is alſoa freedome fro the bondage of fin, 
and of the .Law; though in other reſpeRs, then 
thoſe that haue been mentioned 1n the libertie of 
tuſtification. 

For, in iuſtification weare freed from the guilt 
of {1n , in ſanRification,from the corruption of fin. 
But heere weare to conſ1der, how farre forth wee 
are ſet free therefrom. For the hypocriticall Papiſts 
teach, thatwhen a man is regenerated, or as they 
alſo ſpeake, tuſtifted, originall fin is ſo aboliſhed, as 
that it doth not only not raigne,but not ſo much as 
remaine or liue in the particſandtified. By which 
doctrine they teach men to bee deſperate hypo- 
crites, either fearing their conſcience, that they 
may haueno ſenſe offinne, and may pleaſe them- 
ſelues with this conceit, that they haue no ſinne;in 
which reſpe the ſaying of Petey * is verified of 
them, That whiles they promiſe libertie to them- 
ſeluesand others, they areindeed ſeruants of cor- 
ruption : orifthey haue any ſenſe of fin dwelling 


not ſanctified, nor tuſtified, and therefore not to be 
ſaued:ſuch miſerable comforters they are of poore 
ſinners, as to perſwade them that they haue not re- 
miſtion of fin, vtill fin be quiteaboliſhed in them. 
Bur 
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But this doctrine they teach contrarie to the eui- 
dent teſtimonies of Scripture, contrarietothe per- 
petuall experience of the faithfull, contrarie-to the 
light of their owne conſcience; that they might 
thereby vphold their Antichriſtian dotrine of iu- 
ſtification by inherent righteouſneſſe, and of the 
merit of good workes,which otherwiſe would fall - 
to the ground, For, if in reſpec of originall (tn, re- 
maining and dwelling in vs, wee beein our ſelues 
ſinners; how can we be juſtified by inherent righ- 
teouſnes 7 If our beſt ations be ſtained with the 
fleſh, and our righteouſneſles ! bee like polluted 1 z/ay «4.6. 
clouts; how ſhould they merit eternall life ? 
We are therefore to hold, that in regeneration 
weare freed from the corruption of fin; not whol- 
ly, andatonce,but in part, and by degrees ; that {in 
though mortified in part, and we freed from the 
tyranie of it, that itraigne no more with ful ſwinge 
and authoritie in vs) {jill remaineth and dwelleth 
in vs, hindering vs from good, prouoking vs vnto 
euill, defiling and contaminating our beſt aions, 
neuer ſuffering vs with the full conſent of ® will,to * 64/th.5.17. 
performe or defire that which is good. As the A- 
poſtle plainely ſheweth by his owne example, 
Rom.7. ® where the concupiſcence remaining in *Rm.7.14. 
him, is not only plainly calleda fin, but deſcribed ©* 
asaſin, & as an ww, ora repugnancietothelaw of 
God: the ſenſe whereof (though the Papiſts haue 
no ſenſe of it )- made the holy Apoſtle crie our, 
® Miſerable man that I am, who ſhall deliuer me from * Rom.7.14. 
this bodie of death? Accurſed thetfore was the Coil- 
cell of Trent ?, which confeſling that the Apoſtle * SY. 5. 
| H:2 calleth 
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calleth ita fin;notwithſtanding pronounceth them 
accurſed, that ſhall ſay itis a finne. But if we ſay we 
hauenotin, we deceiue our ſelues, ſaith S..1oh7 4, 
and there is no truth in vs. 

The freedome therefore which we hauein our 
ſanQification, which as Angu#ine ſaith, is but be- 
gunin this life,is not fromthe being of fin in vs al- 
together andat once, though we be freed from it, 
in part and by degrees, but from the dominion of 
it, that weſhould'no more be feruants of fin, but 
being freed from ſinne, might become ſernants of 
righteouſnes, Rom. 6.6.18. which Augu#ine * did 
well obſerue out of the words of the Apoſtle, de- 
horting vs that ſin ſhould not remaine in our mor- 
tall bodies. H2 doth not ſay, (et it not bez, but, let it not 
raizne : for whiles thou tineſt; it cannot be anoiaed, but 
that ſin wilbe in thy members, neuerthele(ſe let dominion 
be take from it, &c, Of this libertie the Apoſtle ſpea-» 
keth, Rom.8. © the /awofthe ſpirit of life which i in 
Chriſt, hath made me free from the law of ſinne and of 
death. That is, the power of the quickning Spirit, 
which being in Chrift our head, and from him 
communicated vnto ys, doth rule invs as a law, 
doth free vs from the power of {in which worketh 
death. that itno more haue dominion (as it were a 
law).in vs. And Rom.6. © hauing proued, that fin 
neither doth, norcan any moreraigne inthe faith- 
full : becauſe afterthe fimilitude of Chrifts death 
and reſurreRion, they are dead tofin and riſen a- 
eaine; and therefore, as death can no more haue 
dominion ouer Chriſt, beingriſen from death, na 
more can fin haue dominion ouerthe faithfull be- 
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ing onceriſen from the graue of finne : afterwards, 
verſ{. 1.4. he aflureth the faithfull, that ſtn ſhall * not » Row.s. 14. 
haue dominion ouer them, becauſethey be not vn- 
der the Law, but vnder grace. Likewiſe Saint 
lohn* faith, He that ts borne of God, doth not commit * 1, 7.bn 1.9. 
{2, namely, asa ſeruant of fin : yea, headdeth, that 7b» 8.34. 
he cannot (in, namely, with full ſwinge and conſent 
of will, as thoſe which be ſeruants of fin; becauſe * 
the ſeed of God remaineth in him, whereby he is 
artly ſpirit, and notonly fleſh.. And therefore as 
e cannot perfectly wit thatwhich is good, becauſe 
of the relucation of the fleſh; ſo can he not will 
with full conſent,that which is cuill, becauſe of the 
relucation of the ſpirit. | 
Secondly, wee are it our fandification freed &g 1c 
fro the Law.But we are here alſo to conſider,quate- ». Freedome 
24s, how farre forth. .For the * Papiſts: charge vs, {97% —_— 
that we place Chriſtian libertiein this, thatweare 3,1, 
ſubie&.to no law. in our conſcience, and before infif.1b.4. 
God; andthat weare free from all neceſitie of do- #5 © 7» 
ing good works: which is a moſt diuelliſh ſlander, 
For although they abſurdly confound iuſtification 
and ſantification , yet they know wedo not: net- 
ther are they ignorant, but that we puta great dif- 
ferencebetweenethem.in this reſpeR. For though 
we teach thattheobedience of the Law 1s not re- 
quired invs to iuftification, but that wee arefreed 
from the cxaction of the Law- inthat behalfe : yet 
we deny not, butthat vnto ſanctification the obe- 
dience ofthe Lawis required, and wee by.necel- | 
fitie of dutie, bound to the obferuation thereof; 
Weconfeſle thatto be free from obedience, is to 
H 3 be- 
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be the ſeruants of fin, and the willing and cheere- 
full worſhip of God, in ? holines and righteouſnes 
without feare, to bee true libertie. Wee acknow- 
ledge that the morall law of Godis perpetuall and 
immutable, and that this is an everlaſting truth, 
that the creature is bound to worſhip and obey his 
Creator, and ſo much the more bound, as- he hath 
receiued greater benefits. Indeed we ſay with Zu- 
ther *, that in our iuſtification weare reſtored to a 
ſtate of iuſtice, from which Adam fell ; but yet, as 
we teach that weareno more bound to obedience, 
that thereby we might be iuſtified,then Adam who 
was alreadic 1uſt ; ſo we profeſle, thatin allegiance 
and thankfulnes, weare more bound to obey then 


he, yea, we profeſſe that God doth theretore free 
vs from the curſe, and the bondage of the law,that 


wee might bee inabled with freedome of ſpirit 
to obey it; andthatbeing freed from fin =, we are 
made the {eruants of righteouſnes. We teach, that 
God hauing ſworne Þ, thatto thoſe whom he iuſti- 
fieth, he will giue grace to worſhip him in holines 
and righteouſnes; no man can be aſſured of his iu- 
ſtification without obedience : that ſanification 
beingthe end of our © eleQtion, calling, redempti- 
on and regeneration, it is a necefſarie conſequent 
of ſauinggrace. We teachand profeſlc, thathow- 
ſ{ocuer good works do not concurre with faith, vn- 
to the a of juſtification, as a cauſe thereof, yet 
they concurre in the partic iuſtified, as neceſſarie 
fruits of faith, and teſtimonies of iuſtification. And 
as we teach with Pa#u/4, that faith alone doth iuſti- 


he; fo with 1awes ©, that the faith which is alone 
doth 


= me 
a & 
WE 


T he doftrine of Chriftian hbertie. 55 


doth not iuſtifie. Wee teach, that the blood of 
Chriſt, asitacquitteth vs from the guilt of ſin, {o 
doth it alſo purge *f our conſciences from dead f xe6r.g.r4. 
workes, to ſcrue the liuing God, that he bare 8 in his t 1.Per.x.24. 
bodie pon the croſſe our ſinnes, that we being dtlinered 
m ſinne, ſhould line in righteouſneſſe : that whom 
Chriſt doth iuſtifie by faith, them he doth ſanRifie 
by his Spirit ; thatwhoſcener Þ 75 in Chriſt, be is a new * +.cor. .17., 
creature, i crucitying the fleſh with the luſts therof, i 641.5.24. 
and+ walking notafter the fleſh,butatfter the ſpirit. « zom.s.r. 
We profeſle that good workes are neceſlarieto fal- 
uation, though not peceſirtate efficientie, as cauſing 
ir, as the Papiſts teach, yet neceſurate preſentie,as ne- 
neſſarie fruits of our faith, whereby we are to glo- 
rifie God, and to teſtifie our thankfulneſſe, to doe 
oo0d to our brethren, and to make ſure! our eleti- ! 2.Pet.1.10, 
on, calling and iuſtificationvnto ourſelues, asne- 
ceſlarie foreriiners of faluation, being the vndoub- 
ted badges of them that ſhall bee ſaued, being the 
way wherein weare to ® walketocuerlaſting hfe, * Epbe/-2.19. 
beingthe euidence according to which God will 
iadge vs atthelaſt day. And laſtly, that as by iuſti- 
fication God doth entitle vs vnto his kingdome;ſo 
by ſanification he doth fit and prepare vs therto. 
Wedo not therefore by the doctrine of iuſtifi- 
cation through faith, aboliſh the Law, but rather 
as the Apoſtle faith *, ſtabliſh it. 'For the more a »xom.z.z:. 
man is aſſured of his free inſtificarion, the better he 
is enabled, and the more he is bound to obey ir. 
Butalthough we be bound to obey the Law, as 
the ſubiects of God, and ſeruants of righteouſnes 


and althongh the Law hath ſingular vic in _ 
| that 
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that are juſtified, (as being a rule of direction for 
our obedience, in the performance of the duties 
of pictic towards God, of tuſtice towards our 
neighbour, of ſobriety towards our (clues; anda 
glaſſe of deteRion , to manifeſt the imperfections 
of our obedience, to keepe vs from Phariſaiſme-: 
and laſtly, a rodde of correction, in reſpect of the 
fleſh or the olde man, yet remaining invs, that by 
;% precepts, by exhortations and comminations, it 

more and more may bee mortified in vs, andwee 
kept from the ſpirit of ſlumber and ſecurity : ) 
yet notwithſtanding wee are not vnder the lawe, 
*Row.6.14, as the Apoſtle ® ſaith, but vnder grace. Wee are 
therefore in our ſanctification freed, though not 
from the obedience, yet-from:the ſeruitude and 

bondage of the law,and that in three reſpects : 
$. 16. Firſt,inreſpe of the irritation of it. In which 
Freedome from regard eſpecially the laweis called the? ſtrength 
heirritation of ſinne : notthat the lawe caufeth or prouoketh 
a" ceras. 56, finne properly,for the law is holy,iuſt and good; 
7 Kom.7.12. but onely by accident, and occaſionally. For ſuch 
* Nitimuri® js the corruption of our vntamed * nature, vntill 
brag ey” we be renewed by the ſpirit ef God, that when 
negata. thelaw,whichis holy and good, forbiddeth ſinne, 
Gens buman% ſeeking to ſtoppe the courſe of our concupiſcen- 


ruit in vetitnum , . 
nefa, - CES, and to bridle our finfull affetions, thereby 


2wodnonlice, gur yatamed corruption rebelleth ſo much the 
Rpt +8, more ; &that it might appeare a wptolu) duoc 
"' exceedingly ſinful, by occaſion of the lawe worketh 
invs all mannerof concupiſcence.Euen,as adeepe 
river, when nothing hindereth his courſe, hath a 


Rilland as it were,a dead motion ; butif youſecke 


The doftrine of Chriftian libertle. 57 
to reſtraine or toppehis courſe, he will ſwell and 
oucrflowe all, now diſdaining,as it were,a bridge : 
{oour corruption, when it freely taketh his owne 
courſe, ſeemeth to be quiet, andas itwere dead : 
but when the commarfndementcommeth, * ſaith * zow.7.5. 
the Apoſtle, as it were to dammeit vp, ſinne reui- 
ueth and riſeth againſt ir, ſwelling and ouerflow- 
ing,as it were, his wonted bankes. In this reſpe&t, © 
the lawe (ſaith the Maſter of the » Sentences) 7s cal- * =_ Gels 
led a kiliing letter, becauſe forbidding ſinne, it increq. 
ſeth concupiſcence,and addethtranſareſiion ontill erace 
 @doefreevs., But when we are regenerated by the 
ſpirit of anRification,and by the bond of the ſame 
ſpirit coupled vnto Chriſt ; we are freed from this 
bondage, euenas the wife is freed from the domi- 
nion of her husband by his death. For euen as 
whileſt we were in the fleſh altogether vnregene- 
rate,the lawe,as it were our husband, occaſionally 
and by accident begot in our ſoules, wholly cor- 
rupted with finne, cuill motions and concupiſcen- 
ces, as the fruites and iflue of our fleſh tending vn- 
to death : ſo we being regenerated, and aftera ſort 
dead vnto this corruption, and conſequently be- 
ing mortifiedto thelaw in reſpect of the irritation 
thereof, and the lawe in that regard dead vnto vs, 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, who hath vnited vs vnto him as 
our ſecond husband, begetteth good motions in 
vs as the fruites of the ſpirit, acceptable vnto God. 
This is that which the Apoſtle teacheth, * Rom.7. * xom,7.r, 
for hauing ſaid chap.6.14. that ſinne ſhall nothaue ©* 
dominion ouer vs, becauſe we are not vnderthe 


lawe butvnder grace, after he hadanfwered an ob- 
I jietion, 
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iecion, and preuented the abuſe of this dodrine, 
which carnall men would makethercof,as though 
they might fin freely, becauſe they arenot vnder 
thelaw : inthe beginning of the ſeuenth chapter 
he proucth, that we are notvnder the Law, but vn- 
der grace, by that {imilitude which cuen now I 
mentioned : becauſe being regenerated and dead 
vnto {in,weare mortified to the Law,and the Law 
to vs in reſpect of the irritation thereof, cauſed by 
our corruption; and conſequently are deliuered 
fromthe power of it, as a wife is freed from the 
dominion of her husband, when he is dead. 

Freedome from Secondly, in our fandification wee are freed 
TE /the fromthe coaQtion andterror of the Law, breeding 
Law, ſeruile fearein me veregenerate ; wherby,as bond- 
ſeruats or gally-ſlaues by y whip,they are enforced 

tothe pertormace of ſome outward duties, which 

otherwiſe they are vnwilling to do, Forthoſe who 

are vader the Law,as all men are by nature,are like 
bond-ſlaues; who forauoiding of puniſhment,arc 

by terror drawne todo ſome forced ſeruice, which 

is ſo much the morevnwilling, becauſe they looke 

for no reward. This in the Scriptures is called 

* Rom8.159. ſometimes mus Jmda * the ſpirit of bondaze, and 
Y2,TmMm 1.7. ſometimes mus Judas, Y the ſpirit of eare, fro which 
wearedeliuered, when we receiue the fpirit of a- 

doption and ſanRtificationz whereby we are ena- 

bled to worſhip God in holines and righteouſnes, 

«6C:c, without ſeruile feare,according tothe coucnant 

*[&1.74- ofgrace made with Abraham, Luk.1. * And inthis 
«17im,1,9. ſenſe itis ſaid; thatthe Law * & not impoſed on the 
inft ; to whom, being as it were a law vnto them- 
{clues, 
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ſclues,& willingly performing that which is right, 
the terror and coaction of the Law.,ſo farre forth as 
they are regenerate, is needleſle. 

Thirdly, as weare freedfrom the coaction and Freedome/rom 
terror of the Law, ſo alſo from the exaQion and ri- ,,* 22 of the 
gour ofthe Law,which they call » «#9: which Lav, 
though itbea libertic of ſanctification, andapper- 
taining to our new obegltence; yet it dependeth on 
thelibertie of juſtification. Foras there wee were 
freed from the Lawes exaction of inherent righte. 
ouſnes, to the acceptation of our perſons : ſo heere 
 weare freed from the Lawes cxaction of pertect 0- 
bedience,to the acceptation of ouractions. Sothat 
whereas the law condemneth euery the leaſt im- 
perfection or defect, not agreeing with that perfe- 
ion of iuſtice, Which it preſcribeth, as aſin, or 
«iz, and pronounceth the partie in whom that de- 
fe or imperfeRion is,accurſed : notwithſtanding 
the new obedience of Gods children, wrought in 
them by the Spirit of God, and performed accor- 
ding to the meaſure of grace receiued ; though de- 
feiue in itſelf, and ſtained with the fleſh,is accep- 
ted of God; who couecreth their imperfeftions 
with the perfe&tobedicnce of Chriſt, and notſo 
much reſpecteth theperfeion of the outward at, 
which he doth notexpe from ſuch weaknelle, as 
the integritie ofthe heart, the vprightneſle of the 
wil and defire,the finceritic of the indeuor;which, 
if it benot wanting, the Lord ® accepteth the will » a.Cor.8.12. 
for the deed, andtrue endeuour ſtriving © towards 
perfection, forthe perfect performance. In which « ?2hit.z.r4.r5 
reſpec, the Lord, according to his gracious pro- 
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* Malac.3-17. miſe, 4 vſeth clemencie towards vs, 4s 4.tender father 
4.103-13* ofeth cierrencie towards his ſonne, takine in good part 
the childiſh endeauour of his children,proceeding 

from an vnfained deſire to pleaſe him. 
ow. But our libertiein ſanRification is not onely an 
The livertie of 1MMunitte, butallo an i, or right, conſiſting of 
fanfiification great priuiledges, For,firſt we are not only freed in 


Sith the "> part from the corruption of finne, which wee call 
ledges thereof. mortification ; but are allo poſitiuely made righte- 
ous, being,as the Apoſtle Peter ſpeaketh,made par- 
*2,Pct,1.44 Takers © of the diuine nature,inthatflying from the 
corruption which is in the world by luſt, we are re- 
*Epbeſ.4424- nued according to the f image of God,in holineſſe 
and righteouſneſſe, For as the ſacred oyle being 
3 Pſalm,tzz, powred on the headof © Aaron, (who was a type 
of Chriſt) diſtilled vnto his |ver parts : ſo the 
b Pſal.45.8, * ® oyleof grace wherewith Chriſt our head was an- 
i Zobn 3.34 Nointed ® without meaſure, is deriued cuen to his 
inferiour members heere on earth, who are alſo 
* 2,Cor.1.2r, therewith * anointed, ! receiuing of his fulneſle, 
1-199:2:2:7- euen gracefor grace, Neitherare wee onely freed 
— _*. fromtheſeruitudeoffin, Satan, and the world, but 
=7obn 16.33. 1n Chriſt our King, who hath overcome ® the 
Colof-1.15- world, and triumphed ouer fin and Saran, we are 
* Apocal.x,6, alſo made Kings ®,with aſſurance to be conquerers 
Gow 16.0, ofalltheenemies of ourfaluation. 
2m3.;, Andastouching the Law,wearenotonly freed 
from the irritationthereof, whereunto our owne 
corruption did make vs ſubiect, as vntoa husband, 
whobegot foule iſſue of vs tending to death, and 
ſolcttatlarge : but we arealſo ioynedto another 
husband which is Chriſt, by his Spirit, whereby 


he. 
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*-he produceth invs the fruits ofthe ſpirit, tothe * Row. 7.4. 
eloric of God. Neither doth the law onely ceaſe to 
prouoke vs vnto {in ; but, when weare once ſandti- 
fied, it becommeth, as Dauide ſpeaketh,a counſel- z-ppu.rrg.14, 
tour vnto vs, andadireQour vnto goodthings. 

Neitherare wee freed onely from theſpirit of 
bondage and feare, but are al{o-indued. with the 
ſpirit of libertie and grace, the ſpirit rof adoption, *Rom.8.ry. 
the ſpirit of * power, and of louc, and of fobxictic : * 2.7im.1.7. 
which ſpirit hauing ſhed ! abroad the loue of God *Rem.5.5. 
in our hearts, teſtifying vnto vs our adoption, and 
2s an * earneſt aſſuring vs of our inheritance, and * Fpbeſ.r.14, 
enflaming our harts with a reciprocal louc of God, 
and of our neighbour for his ſake : we begin to de- 
light » in the law of God, as concerning the inner , g,.z.22, 
man, neither are the Commandemens: of. God ?ſal.1.2.u9.24 
* grieuous ynto vs,and we begin to ſeruethe Lord * 1.tobn 5.3. 
not onely without feare, but alſo with * willing *-<b9.28.5 
minds and vpright harts. For thoſe who are redee- 
medand ſanctiftied by Chriſt, are mz» »z, 7 4 people 7 Pſal.110.3, 
of willingneſſe,a * a people peculiar to himſelte,zea- * Titus 2.14, 
lous of good workes, | 

And laſtly, concerning the rigour ofthe Law 
we hauenot only this immunitie, that the imper- 
tetions of our ſincere obedience are not imputed 
ynto vs; but alſo this priuiledge,that our imperte& 
obedience, which in irſelfeis worthieto be reiec- 
ted,notwithſtanding is both accepted of God,and ; 
rewarded. For Chriift hauing waſhed vs with his 
blood, and ſanctified vs by his Spirit, hath made vs 
both kings, as I ſaid before, and alſo * Prieſts, or as * 4poca!.r,6, 
Peter ſpeaketh, ® aroyall and haly Prieſthaod; to offer *1.Pa1,2. 5.9. - 

I 2 ſpiritual 
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© Pſalm.51, 19. 


ePſal. I41,?. 


s Hebr.tz.15 
t Hoſe 14.3. 


i Pſal.50.13. 
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2 Pro/.t1.18. 

Pſal.19.11. 

b Hebr.10.z5. 
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© Luk.6.35- 
© Mat.10.42, 
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ſpiritual ſacrifices accepta ble to Godby 1 eſus Chriſt : the 
ſacrifice of obedience whereby we offer our ſelues 


© 45 4 linclie, boly and acceptable ſacrifice unto God, 


which is our reaſonable ſernice : the ſacrifice of almes, 
whereby we offer our goods, with which 4 /acrifi- 
ces Godis wellpleaſed : the ſacrifice of abrokenand 
contrite heart<, which is to God in ſtead of all {a- 
crifices : the ſacrifice of prayer, which is accepted 
fas incenſe, and as the euening ſacrifice : the ſa- 
crifice of praiſe, that is, the 8 fruir,or as Hoſea b ſpea- 
keth, the calues of our lips, which the Lord prefer- 
reth i before the ſacrifices of goats and bulles : all 
which, though in themſelues defectiue and imper- 
tec, are notwithſtanding acceptable vato God, 
through the mediation of Chriſt, who, making 
interceſſion for vs;perfumeth © al theſe ſacrifices of 
ours, with the odours of his owne ſacrifice, that ſo 


they may bee acceptable, and ſweete ſmelling ſa- 


uours vnto God. 

Neither are they only accepted, but alſo rewar- 
ded.For our « obedience,our ® confidence,our pa- 
tience, our © prayer, faſting, almes,and 4 charitable 
deeds haue their rewards, in ſo much that <a cup 
of cold watcr giuen in charitie, ſhall not loſe hisre- 
ward. In reſpe& whereof, wee may well ſay with 
Danid *, unto thee Lord, mercie : for thou rewardeſt 4 
man according to his worke. Which plainly proueth, 
thatthe reward of our obedience is not to be aſcri- 
bed tothe merit of our workes, (which inthem- 
ſclues cannot ſtand in iudgement) butto the mer- 
cies of God in Chriſt. For there is great mercie in 
not imputing vnto vs the imperfections of our 

WOrkes ; 
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The dottrine of Chriftzan hbertie. 6 : 
works;greater,inaccepting of them as if they were 
perfect ; butgreateſt of all in rewarding them. The 
conſideration wherof, ought to animateand ſtirre 
vs vp with willing and cheerefull minds, to obey 
God, to ſerue him, to call vpon him, and to per- 
forme ſuch duties as he requireth of vs; becauſe we 
are to be aſſured, that hee doth notimpute vntovs 
our wants, but accept our 1mperfe& obedience, 
and not only fauourablie accept it, but allo graci- 
ouſly reward it. 

Hitherto we haue ſpoken of the common liber- < 
tie of Chriſtians : which being (as we haue heard) ,, bY 4 
conferred vpon vs in our vocation, iuſtification, beriies/Chri- 
and ſancification ; weeareto be exhorted to giue ſins, or that 
all diligence, both that we may be called, iuſtified, 77 1, (wh. 
and ſanctified, and alſo thatour caVing, iuſtificati- ful vnder the 
on,and ſandification-may be madeſure vnto ys,by 97*%: 
leading a godly life. For if we be not ſanified,nor 
iuſtified, nor called, then are we (whatſocuer wee 
are, rich or poore, noble or baſe, learned or vnlear- 
ned) the moſt miferable bondflaues of fin and Sa- 
tan ;and being (eraants, howſocuer fora time wee 
retaine a place in the houſe of God, yet wee ſhalb 
not abide for euer,but when the time of ſeparation 
commeth, we ſhall be caſt out : whereas contrari- 
wiſe being made free by our calling, iuſtification 
and ſanctification, as the ſonnes of God, wee ſhall 
haue the priuiledge of ſonnes, which is, 5 to abide « 708.35. 
in the houſe of God for ever. 

Now foHoweth the Chriſtianlibertie, which is 
peculiarto the faithfull vnder the Goſpell. For the 


Aithfull vader the old Teſtament, though they: . 
were 
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were fons and heires,andtherfore enioyed the for- 
mer liberties by Chriſt, in whom they belceued: 
notwithſtanding vntill the fulneſſe of rime came, 
' which was the full age of the Church, they were 

vnder yeeres; and therefore as ſons, during theit 

b Gal.4.1,&0 Minoritie, were ſubieto ® ſchoolemaſters.& Tu- 
& 3-244 tors, wherbyare meant thepedagogicand gouern- 
ment of the typicall Church ofthe Iewes, contai- 

ned in theceremoniall and iudiciall lawes of .140- 

ſes, in whichregard, they, though ſonnes, ſeemed 

little to differ from ſeruants.Both theſe lawes were 

appendices of the law morall : the ceremoniall,of 

the firſt table, determining the particulars .of that 

peculiar worſhip which he preſcribed tothe typi- 

call Church,vntill the comming of Chriſt. The 1u- 
. diciall,of the ſecond,determining the particulars of 
that peculiar policie which hee preſcribed to the 
Commonwealth of the Iewes.Sothat the ceremo- 

niall, were the Ecclefafticalllawes of that Church; 

the iudiciall, the ciuill lawes of that Common- 

wealth. Both were yokes of bondage, as the Apo- 

i Galath.g.r. ftle ſpeaketh i, in reſpe& of the Iewes, on whoſe 
conlciences theſe lawes were impoſed, binding 

 themto the {tri obſeruation thereof; in regard 

* 45.10. whereof, they are called an * vnſupportable yoke, 
vader which notwithſtanding, the faithfull were 

| Galath.q.zz Awxeptra, 1 field in bondage. And as touching the 

= Epheſ,2,.14, Gentiles, they were asa ® wall of ſeparation be- 
tweenethem and the Tewes, andas the doore of 

Neahs Arke,excludingall from ſaluation that were 

not of that Church, either as borne Tewes, oras 

5 Epbeſ2.12, proſclytes. Forthe reſt were ® without Chriſt, aliants 

| | from 
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from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers frem the co- 
wenars of promiſe, haning no hope, lining without Godin 
the world, This wal of partiti6 » our Sauiour Chriſt * xpieſa, 14, 
by his death hath difſolued, taking away all diffe- ©* 
rence e betweene Iewes and Gentiles, freeingand * 4%.15 9+ 
exempring, boththe 'oneandthe other, from the 
obedience both of the iudiciall and ceremoniall 
law,which weregiuen to puta diffterece betweene 
'the Iewes and the Gentiles, vntillthefulneſle of 
time,4 Gal.q.4.the time * of reformation, that is, « Gat«th.4,4. 
vntill the comming of the Meſſas,by whoſe death * ##r.9.10. 
they weretobee { abrogated. For howſocuerthe *:.cor.z.1153 
faithfull, beforethe Church came to full age, were 
in bondage vnder theceremonial,and iudicial law, 
as vnder Lholemaſiers and Tutors, yet,when * the * 6414.3:4:5. 
Fulneſſe of time came, God ſent his Sonne borne of a wo- 
2141, and borne under the Law, that he might redeeme 
them thatwere under the law: meaning that weeare 
redeemed, not only from the morall law,inthere- 
ſpe&s before named; but alſo from the ceremoni- 
all and iudiciall,euen inreſpet of obedience. 
For as touching the ceremoniall law.as it wasan 
* hand-writing of ordinances which was (though « couf.z.r4. 
vnderhand) againſt vs; Chriſt hathcancelledir,and Mii. 
nailed it to hiscroſſe. As it wasa * ſhadow andfi- +4457 
gureofthings tocome,Chriſt hath aboliſhed ir,by Colop;z. 17. 
performing that-indeed, which itdid but ſhadow 99%" "7+ 
and prefigure: forthe law was giuen by Moſes, but 
eraceandtruth by Chriſt. For as grace is oppoſed 
to the curſe, {o truth'to figures : the ceremonies 
'therefore ofthe law gaue place asſhadowesto the 
bodie, andas figures to thetruth, 
K The 


5 Dan.9.25.27 


7 Matth.24.14 


5 Hebr,7.it. 
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66 Thedoftrine of { briftian lubertie. 
Thecciuill or tudiciall law, being the poſitiue 
lawes of that people, Chriſt abrogated, when ac- 
cording to the prophefie of Dauie/*,he deſtroying 
the Commonwealth of the Iewes, their citic and 
temple, did withall aboliſh their policie and lawes:. 
For the very citic, temple, and whole ſtate of the 
Iewes, being types and ſhadowes of Chriſt and his 
Church, were, when Chriſt was exhibited, and 
his vniuerſall Church by preaching the Goſpell to 
all nations, planted?, to gue place;and withthem, 
their lawes,which were to hold burrill the fulneſſe 
of time. For as the Apoſtle ſaith, the Prieſthood 
(namely of 4ar0)Dcing traflated,* the law(name- 
ly of Moſes) 18 allo tranflated. 1 
Howbeit there is ſome difference betweene the 
abrogating of the Ceremoniall,and of the Tudicial 
law:the ceremonial rites, becauſe they were princi- 
pally ordained to prefigure Chriſt,are ſo aboliſhed, 
that it is not lawful for Chriſtians toobſerue them, 
for that were to deny that Chriſt is come. Ea 17 0b- 


ſeruant Coriſtiani (ſaith » Auguſtine). per que Chriſius 
promittebatar, nec adhuc promittuntar, quia tam imple-. 


14 ſunt: Chriſtians donot obſerue thoſe things, by which 


Chriſt: was promiſed, neither are they ſtill promiſed, be- 
cauſe they are alreadie fulfilled. Theiudiciall ordinan-. 


ces, becauſe they principally rendedto the obſer- 
uation of iuſtice and equitie, may be vſed, ſo-they 
benotimpoſed orobſferued by vertue of the iudi- 


ciall law : for that were, though indireQly, tode-. 
nie that the Meſhas is alreadie come. Both lawes . 


were dead with Chriſt, thoughthey were not bu- 
ried, but as it were kept aboue ground, euen by 


Chriſtians . 
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Chriſtians among the Iewes, vntill the diſſolution 
of the temple and citie of Ierufalem. After which 
time,the ceremonial precepts were not only dead, 
gs Þ one ſaith, but alſo. deadly to'the obſeruers of * The. 15. ze, 
chem; but the judicialsnot ſo. wr + = bg 

Now, this Chriſtian libertie, as it is an immuni- - 6 xg, 
ric, is afreedome from allbond of conſcience, in Peculiar chi. 
reſpet of outwardthings, which are neither com- «2 bore, 
manded nor forbidden in the eternall law of God. juxiti.. 
Of which'there are two ſorts, the ordinances of 
men concerning things indifferent, and the crea- 
tures of God. 

\_ For as touching the former, ſeeing there isnv 
law that bindeth the conſcience properly,butonly 
the law of God, in which ſenſe hee is called © our © Zane: 4.12. 
only Law-giuer, & ſceing we are freed from thoſe | 
lawesof God, which determined thoſe particulars, 
which are neither commanded nor forbidden in 
the moral law of God: itis plaine therfore,that our 
conſcience is free in reſpe&of theſe things. As for 
thelawes of men,whether they beeccleſtaſticall or 
ciuill, they donot properly bind the conſcience; 
becauſe neither is fimple obediecedue vntothem, 
neither can they make any particular, which in re- 
ſpetof the morall law, is indifferent, as being neti- 
ther commanded nor forbidden, to beſtmpliene- 
ceſſarie. The coſcience ofa Chriſtian is exempted 
from humane power, and cannot bee bound, but 
where God doth bindit. And therefore the Apo- 
ſtle,as he chargeth the Corinthians, that, ſeeing « «.cor,9.22. 
they weredbought with a price,they ſhould notbe 
ithe ſeruants of m&, (which is nottobe vnderſtoo 
| K 2 of 


o Fd w PL " + *, 
«6 Wo of a_*) . 3 
TOUT AT ESD Oo 


| 
mY 


68 The doftrine of Chriftian hbertit. 


of externall feruitude, but of the bondage of the 

*Colo.2.16. - conſcience) and likewiſe the Coloflians, © that no 
man ſhould condenme them, (thatis,take ypon him to 
bind the conſcience with guilt of ſin) in reſper? of 
meate and arinke, or holy daies : ſo he reproueth the 

f coloſ.2.20. ® Coloſſians, for obſeruing the traditions ofmen, 

- 5 here with opinion of neceſſitie,as if the conſcience were 
haven by them, or. religion were to be placed in 
them. 5 <1 , 

Herein therfore the Church of Rome isalſoan 
enemie to Chriſtian liberty,notopnly in burdening 
Chriſtians. with an heape of innumerable traditt- 
ons and'ceremonies. z.but chicfely, 1a impoting 
themyponthe conſcience: teaching,that the tradi- 

x conc.Trid. tions ofthe Church are with like 5 reuerence, and 

Set equall affection of pietie to bereceiued, as the writ- 
ten word of God; and thatthe commandements 
of the Church,cuen cocerning outwardthings.,do 
bind the conſcience. And although many of.their 
ceremonies be wicked; more, ridiculous.; moſt of 
them, ſuperfluous ; yet ſo abſurd they are, asto 
impoſe themtobe obſerued, not only with opini- 
on of neceſlitie, as binding theconſcience, bur al- 
ſo of worſhjp, of perfeQion, of merit, of ſpirituall 
efficacie. . | x 

Secondly,by this libertie weare freed from ſcru- 
puloſitie of conſcienceyin reſpeof the creatures, 
which are ordained for, our. vie, the difference of 
cleanc and vncleane (which was made by thecere- 
moniall law ) being taken-away. Nothzng, faith our 

þ Mat.t5.11. Sauiour Chriſt, Þ 7hat goeth rnto the mouth, defileth a 
Rom. 14.14. 714. And Paul," I know, ſaith he, aud am perſwaded, - 
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the Lord leſus, that there is nothing common 0r Un- 
cleane of it ſelfe... 
But this libertieisnot only an-immunitie,but al- 


d. 20. 


ſoan-i#w«, or power, bothin reſpeR of the ordi- Peculiar chri- 


nances of men, and alſo of the creatures of God. 
For,bcing freed from the ceremoniall,and iudicial 
lawes of God, and therefore not tied toany parti- 
cular or-certaine lawes, which ſhould determine 
the particulars not metioned in the word of God: 
hereuponariſetha Wl ny to Law-giuers,and 
thoſe who are ſubie&tto lawes. The Law-giuers are 


ftian libertie, 


as it 4 4 rneht. 


not reſtrained to any particulars, but haue libertie 


to ordaine ſuch holſome, either conſtitutions Ec- 
cleſiaſticall, or lawes ciuill, as are not repugnant to 
the word of God. Lawes there muſt be, to deter- 


mine the particulars not mentioned inthe generall - 
law of God:for they aretheverybondof humane - 
ſocicties, neceſlaric for the execution of-the lawes - 


of God, and for the maintenance of peace and or- 


der among men, Neithtrcanit bedenied,but that - 


asthe iudiciall law being aboliſhed, it is lawfvull for 
Law-giuers to ordaine ciuill lawes; ſq likewiſe the 


ceremonial law being abrogated,toeſtabliſh lawes - 


Eccleſiaſticall. Only.the queſtion is, who mult bee 
theſe Law-giuers.. Surely, not the Presbyteries of 


euery pariſh,which neuer wereinvſcinthe Primi-- - 
_ tive Church, but Synodes;as appearethby the per- 
petuall practiſe of the Church, both in the Apo- 


ſtles times, and.cuer fince. Synodes, I ſay, enher 


prouinciall, ornationall ; and thoſe aſſembled, ci- 


ther out of ſome one nation, or out of ſome more 


then one, whichſome call Concilia media, or laſtly. - 
K:3..: general... 
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generall, The authoritie of Synodes prouinciall 
and nationall hath alwaies been of great regard, 
though there wanted a Chriſtian Magiſtrate to 
ſecond and confirme them, being both aſſembled 
and moderated by the authoritie of Metropoli- 
tancs and Archbiſhops : but when both nationall 
Synodes are afſembled,and the Synodall conſtitu- 
tions ratified by theauthoritie of the Soueraigne, 
and that C_ to the poſitive lawes of the 
land, authorizing him ſo to doe; I ſee not, why 
men ſhould not as well thinke themſelues bound 
to obſerue lawes Eccleſfiaſticall, as Ciuill. For 
though ſome make a difference betweene them 
in this behalfe, becauſe ciuill lawes determining 
particulars belonging to the ſecond table, can- 
not be violated without breaking the ſecond table, 
whereas eccleſiaſticall lawes determining particu- 
lars appertaining to the firſt table, may be broken 


- without tranſgreſſing of the firſt table, yet, who 


ſeeth not the weakenes of this diſtinion 7 Secing 


the ſecond table is broken by diſobeying thelaw- 


fullanthoritie of ſuperiours (which wee ought to 
obey for conſcience ſake) as well by tranſgreſſing 
the one,as the other. Superiours in the Churchare 
to bc honouredand obeicd by the ifth Comman- 
dement, and other Scriptures !, as well as ſupe- 
riours, in thecommon-wealth. And ifthcir con- 
ſtitutions,when they wanted the concurrence of a 
Chriſtian Magiftratc, were of force in y Primitive 
Church;then much greater is their validitie, being 
confirmed by the authoritie of the rx: 7 th 


and the Soucraigne authorized thereunto by law. 
The 
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The freedome of the ſubic& is,thatbeing freed 
from the yoke ofthe iudiciall and ceremonial law, 
hee may with a free conſcience obey any other 
lawes whether Eccleſiaſticall or Ciuill,which,be- 
ing not difſonant from the word of God, are or 
ſhall be impoſed vpon him. Which,though it be a 
plaine andeuident truth, yet by ſome men itis not 
obſerued. 

And as touching the vſe of the creatures,and of 
al things indifferent,we are to know, that the right 
and dominion wee had ouer the creatures, which 
was loſt in Adam, is reſtored in Chriſt, (tor all are 
yours,faith the Apoſtle ®,and youare Chriſts)and =.cor.z,zx. 
that not onely for Chriſtians vader the Goſpell, _ 
butalſo for all the faithfull from the beginning. 
For we reade,Gen.g.", that to Noah, who was the = Gex.g.1.3. 
heire ® of the righteouſnes, which is by faith, the * Heb-11.7. 
oraunt was renewed, and free vſe of the creatures 
permitted. Howbeit thisfreedome was by the ce- 
remoniall law reſtrained, not onlyafterthe giving 
of the law by <Moſes ; but alſo before, a difference 
being put ? betweene things cleaneand vncleane: » G1y,,.2, 0.4; 
which difference by Chriſt is taken away. Formo * 
qcreature is yncleane of it ſclfe, but euery * crea- 5 Rom.14.14. | 
tureis good,and nothing to be refuſed,but may be ' 77/44: 
receiued with thankſgiuing, Yea of all outward 
things, not forbidden of God, which commonly. 
are called things indifferent, the Apoſtle affirmerh 
in generall, that all rhings are lawfull,and * to the *1.491.5.12, . 
pure all things are pure. By this libertie therefore the *"**bl5e > 
faithfull are priuiledged, with freedome of con- 
ſcience,to vic or forbeare any of the creatures _ 

Go 
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God created forourvſe,or things indifferent,with- 

«1.c0r.6.13, Out opinion of neceſſitieto bee brought * vnder 

the power thereof, or placing religion therein. In 

which reſpeR, Baſil fitly calleth things indifferent, 

«= « «274, things in our power, or left to our li- 

bertie. | 
d. 21. Butherc;for auoiding of error, three thinps are 
4ppcarion*/ from the generall doGtrineto be repeated. Firſt, 
of xn 11; that this alſois alibertie of the ſonnes of God : ſe- 

particular. condly, that it is ſpirituall : and thirdly, that it isa 
rue? ;154*- true libertic. For as touching the firſt; though all 
of the ſomes of things be pureto the pure; yet * 70 them that are un- 
rs cleane aud vnbtleening, nothing is tleane, Though to 
«1G. 61, *the faithfullalltheſe outward things are lawfull, 
1.Tim.4.3- yettothe wicked and vnbelecuers nothing is law- 
full,yea,thoſe ations, which are materially good, 
as being comanded of God, as they proceed from 
them.are turned into finne. Which is ſpoken, not 

to this end; to driue meninto deſperate courles ; | 

but to force them,without furtherdelaics,to break 

oft the courſe oftheirſmnes by ſpeedic and vnfai- 

ned repentance, and to ſue ynto God formercie 

and pardonin Chriſt;becauſethisis theonly thing 

which they may lawfully doe and without finne, 

and which yntill they doe, they doe nothing elfe 

but ſinne,and by finnehoord vp wrath againſt the 
day of wrath,&c. 

2.That this al- Secondly, though this libertic concerne'out- 

foiraſpntae? ward things; yetit{elfe is inward and ſpirituall, as 

being a libertie of the conſcience. Now the'con+ 

ſciencereſpeRerh'God,as our outward aQtons and 

the externall fruits of our conſciencereſpeR men, 


who 
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men; whomay;moderate ot reſtrainetheexternall 
actions, wherein:the outward vſe of our libertic 
confiſteth; the inwardlibertie notwithſtandingof 
the conſcience before. God, rewaining entire. 
T hey greatly erre, ſaith Cainin, who thinke that their pair. 16, ;. 
Christian libertie is nothing , wnieſſe they wſe it before cap. 19.5. 19. 
men. But they ought to thinke, that by their libertiethey 
obtaine no new thing in the ſight of men,but before God, 
and that their libertie conſiteth as well in abRaining, as - 
ſing. If they know, that it ts a thing indifferent before 
God, whether they eate fleſh or egges,put on red or blacke 
apparell: it ts enongh,and more then enough. Thecon- © 
ſcience 6 now looſe, whereto the benefit: of thts libertie 
doth appertarne : therefore , though hereafter they ab- 
flaine from fleſhall their life, and almaies weare ont 0: 
lour , they are nener the leſſe free. Yeatherefore becauſe 
they are free;they doe with a nee conſcience abitaine. ' © 
 Thirdly.asthis liberties fpirituall; ſoalſoatrue 3. The this «- 
libertie; Nowall erucandlawfullliberie of crea:{5,99**- 
tures, is limited and bounded: the libertie of the 
Creator alone, being vncircumſcribed::''Where- 
fore if any arrogate to themſelues ar vnbounded 
libertie, it isa licentiouſneſſe, and-riota true liber- 
tie. 'As;firſt,.in regard of lawesand'commaunde- 
ments of-men;'there are bounds et, firſt to the 
lawgiuers, inreſpe& both of the things comman- 
ded.andalſo.of the manner of commanding. For, 
lawgiuers may not aſſumeynto them'a libertie to 
commaund whatthey liſt, but onely ſuch things as 
they knaw;notto be repugnant to the law of God: 
Forthey-muſt know;that al-their lawes arelimited 
bythe law of God, and themf{elues* ypon paineof 
LL. * damnation 
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damnation, reſtrained from commaunding that 
which God forbiddeth, and from forbidding that 
which God commandeth. For by wicked lawes, 
they make themſclues like 7eroboamm, who cauſed all 
Iſrael to ſinne.Moreouer,they muſt be carefull,nor 
onely to command that which is lawfull; but alſo 
in ciuill lawes, thoſethings whick bee expedient, 
| and profitable for the weale publike z and in lawes 
» 1,C0r,14.26, Ecclefiaſticall, ſuch things as tend Þ todecencie,to 
M1 order, and edification. Otherwiſe,though the ſub- 
ict may lawfully obey,in ſuch caſes, yet the Law- 
giver oftendeth in abuſing his authoritic, which 
was given him forthe good ofthe infertours, 
Againe, in rcſpe& of the manner, ſuperiours 
muſt keepe themwithin their bounds,and not take 
© Fames 4.12, Vpon them the authoritie of our © one only Law- 
giver, who: hath power to ſaue, and to deftroy 
which is, to bind the confciencesof men,as,by im- 
poſing thatvpon the conſcience as ſimplie neceſſa- 
rice, which God by his law hath left indifferent, or 
*M:t.15.1.9, by teaching 4 men to place religion inthe obſerua- 
tion of their traditions.Forthis is the practiſe of the 
Antichriſt of Rome, who, vſurping the authority 
of God, and challenging to himſelfe a boundleſſe 
power,fitteth in the conſciences of men,as God. 
Likewiſe to the ſubieR; for as he may not think, 
that hee hath libertie to obey any: lawes of men, 
though vnlawfull,and much leffeto placereligion 
_ orperfeQion in the obſeruation ofthem, as the Pa- 
piſts do : ſo onthe other fide, he may not thinke, 
that hee hath libertie to breakethe lawes of men, 
though not ynlawfull, and much lefle to place rel;- 
| | g10n 
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gion or perfeQion therein, as they ſeeme to doe, 
who vie to be oppoſite tothe Papiſts in the contra- 
ric extreame. For, I beſeech yon, do not many a- 
mong vs, thinke themſclues the more religious, for 
refuſing obediece & conformitie to thelawes, and 
cenſure others as formaliſts and time-ſeruers ? But 
beloued, as weare notto iudge © thoſe, who out * Rom. 14. 1.3. 
of weakneſle refuſe conformitie, ſo thoſe which ©* 
be refractarie, ſhould not thinke, either the berter 
of themſelues for not conforming, or the worſe of 
others for conforming. The kingdome fof God from.r4r. 
doth norſtad in theſe things. Andcertainly,if s nei- s Galarh.5.6; 
ther circumciſion, nor yncircumcifion availe any © 55: 
thing ; then much leſle rhe vſeor forbearance of 
thoſe ceremonies, which are in cotrouerfic amon 
vs. Doth notthe Apoſtle plainly tell vs, * that thefe * 1.c0r.8.8, 
outward things doe not commend vs vnto God, 
and that neither the vic or forbearance of them in 
itſelfe doth make vs either better, or worſe before 
God: But when they be vſed or forborne with diſo- 
bediencetolawfull authoritie, without dueregard 
of auoiding ſcandall, with vacharitable cenſuring 
and indging one of another, with alienation of 
the afteftion of one brother from another; doubt- 
lefle there is fault committed. And who ſeeth nor, 
that while contentions grow hotte about theſe 
things, both charitie and pietie waxeth cold 7 : 

Secondly, in reſpet of the creatures and things 
indifferent, though we hauefreelibertieto vſe or 
forbeare them; yet it is nota boundleſſe libertic. 
Forthelaw of God hath ſetit foure bounds, wiz. 
pietie, loyaltie, charitic, and ſobrictic, Pietie,reſpe- 
| L 2 | ting 
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ting Gods glorie and worſhip : Zoyaltie, hauing 
reference to ſuperiours; Charitie,toall men ; Sobrie- 
ze, to ourlelues, Canſt thou not vſe thy. libertie in 
ſome particular, without Gods diſhonor, or neg- 
21.C0r10.3". Ject of his ſeruice?Remember,that whether i you cate 
or drinke, or whatſoeuer you doe, you mnuit ao all to the 
glorie of God.. Cannot thy liberticbe vſed, without 
contempt of the Magiſtrates lawfull authority : 
Remember, that God hathcommanded thee to o- 
£1.con6.12,  bey thy ſuperiours in all lawfull things, as * all 
things (not forbidden by God)are lawfull ; that all 
! Rom.13.1.2.5 4uthoritie 4s | from God, and that, hee which reſiſteth 
lawfull authoritie,reſiſteth God, that they which reſiſt, 
ſhall receine to themſelues iudgement , and thatthou 
mult obey not only for feare, but alſo for conſcience ſake. 
=1,Per,2.i3.15%, Remember what S. Peter ſaith, » Be ſubie& to all 
humane ordinance, whether: the ſoueraigne, or. 
ſubordinate gouernours. But how ? As free,and not 
as hauing the libertie for a cloak of nanghtines,but as the 
ſernantsof God. Can it notbe vied withour, the of- 
tence of thy weake brother 7 Take heea,ſaith the A- 
»-x.cor.8.9, poſtle,” /eſt thy libertie be an offence to the weake, For 


4 10 # gg he that ſcandaliReth his brother, ſinneth againſt Chriſt, 


= 


whiles the world flandeth, rather then I will offend him. 

Laſtly, can it not be vſedin ſome particular,vnleſſe 

thou-ſhalt paſſe the bounds of ſobrietie, rempe- 

rance, humilitie, modeſtie, frugalitie,&c? Remem- 

* Galatb.$.13. ber, what the Apoſtle ſaith, Brethren you are called 

to j bertie, only wſe not your libertie as an occaſion 10 the 
TUE 


. 22 o . * . 
Ab. 7  Buthereariſetha doubtfulqueſtion, the expli- 
donbifull que- P CAUon: 


Wherefore if meate offend my brother, 1 will not eat fleſh: - 
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T he doftrine of Chriftian hibertie, 75 
cation wherof is needful for theſe times. For ſome: tier, what is | 
times thereſeemeth to be a conflict betweene the wn Hoe y 
law of loyaltic, andthe law of charitic;as when that is a fri: _ 
which the Magiſtrate commandeth,cannot (as we '=*tne diſobe- 
thinke) be obſerued without the offence or ſcan- == ay 
dall of the weake. In which caſe of Antinomig and offences 
(which ſome ſay is: our: cafe) divers : know not 7 v**- 
which way to turne them, and others crroneouſlie 
chuſeto diſobey the Magiſtrate, rather then ſeeme 
to offend their weake brethren. | 

Confader therefore vprightly what Iſhall-fay: 
and the Lordgiue-you vnderſtanding minds, and 
rraQable hearts, to ſee andembrace the truth. 

Firſt therefore vnderſtand,that we are neuercaſt on 
intoſuch an exigent betweene tworſfinnes not: yet 
committed, but there is an iſſue from them both 
withouta third. Suppoſe therfore, thatin this caſe 
there werean Antinomie, or ſuch an oppoſitis be- 
tweene the two lawes of loyalty 8 charity, as that 
theone could not be obſcrued, without the negle& 
of the other. Inſuch caſes of Antinomie,weareto 
know, that if wee obey. the ſuperiour law, vnto 
which we arc more bound, as hauing higher and 
more prineipal ends; the inferiour ? (which giueth » Math. 12.3, 
place vntoit) is not broken. Now, the ſupreme 7717m-7-22 
endis theglorieof God; then, thecommon falua. ** 
tion of the Church, then, every mans owne ſalua- 
tion ; then, the ſaluation ofhis neighbour; then, 
the common outward good of the Church, or 
Commonwealthzthen,our owne; then,our neigh- 
bours. So that publike and common goods are to- 
be preferred before priuat e, & ſpiritual before cor- 

L 3. porall, , 
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 o8 Thedofirineof Chriffianhbertic. 
perallandtheglorieof God before all. Well then, 
thou ſayeſt thou _ notyeeld to the ceremo- 
nies, as namely,the Surplice,the Crofſe,and knee- 
lingat Communion, becauſetheſe things cannot 
be done without ſcandalizing of thy brother.Sup- 
poſe it were ſo, and remember that I doe but ſup- 
poſe it. Buton the other ſide, thou refuſing the vſe 
of indifferentthings, whereunto thy Chriſtian li- 
bertie extendeth, being enioyned by lawfull au- 
thoritie,with ſuch coditions as theſe are enioyned; 
I ſay vato thee without ſuppoſition, that belides 
thy diſobeying the lawfull authoritic ofa Chriſti- 
an Church, and of a Chriſtian Magiftrate, whom 
thou oughteſt to obey euen for conſcience ſake; 
thou doeſt ſcandalize, firſt, thy weake brethren be- 
ing affected as thy {elfe, who oy thine example, 
for which thou perhaps thinkeſt thou haſt good 
11,cor.8.10, ground,areanimated,or,as the Apoſtle 4 ſpeaketh, 
* 1n this :ay. Edified, without ground,to contemne * the autho- 
dall they are ritie of the Magilſtr ate,and ofthe Ch urch g & from 
eee hat contemptdomanyofthem proceed to miſlike 
eh, ofthe State ; and from miſlike,cither to ſeparation, 
or to ſome degree of diſloyall diſcontentment.Be- 
ſides thoſe of thine owne diſpoſition, thou doeſt 
offend them who are more loyally afteQed ; who, 
'74d,.o, ifthey beenotthe better grounded in our © moſt 
holy faith, do ſtumble at your practiſe, and begin 
to ſtagger inthe profcſhon and praQtiſe of religion, 
whenthey ſee me ſeeming moſt zealous in our re- 
ligion, and profefling, (as they pretend) the cauſe 
ofſinceritie, ypon no iuſt cauſe to abandon their 
miniſterie,to oppoſe themſelues againſt authority, 
to 
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ro maintainea faionin the Church, and wilfully 
(for any thing thatthey canſee) to perſiſt in a bad 
courſe. And hereupon many take occafion to reſt 
in outward ciuilitie, without grace, and to miſlike 
all forwardaes in religion for your ſakes, &c. 

Now heere feemeth to be «imine 4upijorny 4 ſcan- 
dall falling two waies, indeed a fingle ſuppoſed of- 
fence, oppoſed toadouble ſcandal}, ioyned with 
diſobedience. If no more could be ſaid, who would - 
doubt on which fide rather to encline?But to theſe 
I adde other reſpects, that ought to be regarded 
more the a ſuppoſed ſcandall.The queſtion is nor, 
as many would ſeeme to vnderſtand it, whether, it 
| beingathingarbitrarie, and meerely left vnto our 
owne choice, either to vie theſe ceremonies, or to 
forbeare them, (as itwas in the Apoſtles queſtion 
of cating fleſh) whether (T ſay) wee ought toab- 
ſtaine, if we vnderſtood that a brother would bee 
offendedat the vſe of them, or not: for then there 
were no queſtion,but that for auoiding of ſcandal, 
we ought to abſtaine. But theſe _ are not ar- 
bitrarie, or in our choice, but impoſed by lawfull 
authoritie, and that with ſuch conditions, as that 
the obſeruation of theſe things being indifferent 
in themſelues, becommeth reſpeRinely neceflarie. 
Firſt in reſpe& of anthoritie, which not only for 
feare, butalſo for conſcience * ſake, we are bound « z,w,r1.5. 
to obey in all lawfull things. This one neceſſtie of 
obedienceis ſufficient to excuſe me from ſcandall, 
eſpecially if I do my endeuourto preuent it, as at- 
ter ſhall be ſhewed. Secondly, inreſpe@ ofthe con- 
ditions wherewith they are impoſed ; as, not to re- 

ceiue 
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cciuethe Communion voleſſe we kneele, not to 
20 0N in our miniſterie, vnlefſe we conforme, For, 
care of auoiding ſcandal reſpeteth arbitraric mat- 
ters,andnot neceſlary duties appertaining to Gods 
olory.and ourſaluation:which we muſt performe, 
though all the world would be offeded therat. The 
care of thine owne ſaluation muſt be preferred to 


the ſuppoſed dangerof another mansfall: the care 
of the-Churches ſaluation, much more: the glorie 
of God, moſt of all. Well then, mayeſt thou not 
receivethe Communion, being a dutic appertai- 
ning to thine owne ſaluation, to theedification of 
the Church, and communion of Saints,to the glo- 
rieof God, vnleſle thou wilt receiue it vpon:thy 
knees? (it being a geſture not only lawfull, but 


* F meanen%! moſt conuenientto be vied inſuch a partof Gods 
"0 12-1274. Worſhip, as is performed with inuocation * on the 


wing, in regard Name of God - eſpecially ſeeing the geſtur evicd at 
n—_— 3- meales is notto beevrged, vnleſle the Sacrament 


harift, were with our meales,as at the firſt inſtitution with 
* Sorbe cauſe Chriſts laſt ſupper, and inthe primitive Church 
| of ps with their loue feaſts, receiued; forthe cauſe ofthe 
ceaſing, te geſture being worthily taken away, the * reaſon of 


gu le retaining it ceaſſeth, for which cauſe the Councill 


the Church,and Of La0dicea, cap.28. * as it forbad loue-feaſts.in the 


the: altcratios Church : ſo alſo accubitus, the geſture vied at 
60n firmed by 


the radiiſe of. feaſts-)-I ſay vnto thee confidently, if thou may- 


Chrif, boy eſt notreceme ir, ynlefſe thou doeſt kneele; thou 
n0twitbſiading —_— . . : NOPE 
perfeAly fulfil oughteſt to recetue it kneeling, though-another 


led the Law.) Would be offended therear.- -; -- 
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Luke22.'4 _ Maieſt thounor preach the Word (to omit 6- 
Et Conctl. | 


coptiontinop. Ber parts ofthe miniſteriall tuncion,the neceſiitic 
. MTrull.c. 74, " whereof 


aa cat dd wet. ll... Ate ail 
"” : 
þ- 5d | a 
41 Sz 3 AJ 1 7 by * . . 


T he doftrine of Chriftian hibertie. 
whereofſhould preuaile withvs more then a ſup- 
poſed ſcandall, for it ſhallſpffice to infift in thisone 
particular) _— ſay, preach the'Gof. 
pell of Chriſt, being a dutie whereof neceſſiie is 
impoſed vpon thee, and-* Woe bee yntothee if « ,cor.g.16, 
thou preach not the Goſpel]; adutie wherby thou 
art bound in eſpecial mannertoedifiethe Church, 
and to glorifie God, vnlefſe thou yeeld tothe vſe 
of ſuch things, asare neither inthemſelues vnlaw- 
full (I meanethe Surplice andthe Croſſe, whereof 
theoneinthe iudgement of the Church ſerneth 
for decencie,and the other rightly vnderſtood ten- 
dethto edification), neither as they are vſed in our 
Church,being neither impoſed nor obſerued with 
ſuperſtitiop;or opinion ofneceſlitie inthemſelues, 
orof worſhip,as though weplacedreligiointhem, 
and much lefle with theother popiſh conceitrs of 
merit, with which they obſerueall their traditions, 
or cfficacie,' which they aſcribe eſpecially. tothe 
Crofle 2 Thou oughtelt to preferre the glorieof 
Godin the faluationof his people by thy miniſte- 
ric, before theſuppoſed, and perhaps but preten- 
ded ſcandall of others. | ' 
| Object. Tea but * we may n08 ao enill, that good may* Rm3.8.. 

come oft. | 

Anſw. The queſtionis of things indifferent. For 
though we may & muſt obey Magiſtrates, though 
they beeuill ; yetwe mult obey neither good'nor 
bad vato euill. For wee muſt obey, only, in the zpbe/;c.25, 


Lord. FT 
. Obie. But though the things be indifferentin thems-" 
felnts, yet their uſe maybe ontanfall, 11 210100! 
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- Anſw,Thatis,whenthey be impoſed either with 
opinion of neceſſitic inthemiclues, of religion to 
beplaced in them, of perfection or merit to be at- 
tained by them, (all which conceirts our Church 
deteſteth, as is manifeſt by the doQrine, whereby 
ceremonies are to be weighed : ) or with ſcandall 
(I do not ay taken, but) giuen to others 

ObieR.7ea but it is 2" na my weake brother, 
that euill I may not do, that good may come of it, 

I anſwere, in not yeelding toconformitie, thou 
both diſobeyeſt the Magiſtrate, and offendeſt thy 
weake brother to0.So that whe thou ſeemeſt loath 
to do that which is lawfull and good, for feare of an 
imagined cuill ; thou addeſt euill to euill, that is,to 
diſobedience, {candall ; and beſides, to the moſt 
neceſlarie duties of Gods worthip, preferreſt the 
auoiding of a ſuppoſed-ſcandall.. 

For all this while I ſpeak butby ſuppoſition.For 
here isa ſuppoſall of Antinomie or oppoſition of 
the two lawes of loyaltic and charitie, asthough 
the one could not be obſerued without the breach: 
ofthe other ;which isnot ſo. For where the Ma- 
giſtrate enioyneth the vſe of. an indifferent thing, 
whereatitis feared ſome will take offence, his du- 
tie is, for preuenting the ſcandall,to give ſome time 
of information; thatthe weake may be inſtructed, 
as touching the indifferencie of the thing, and the 

_ ſufficiencieofhis authoritic to commandit, andof 
. their dutie in ſubmitting themſelues to the obſer- 
uation thereof.Itisalſothedutic ofthe Miniſter,ta 

_ endeuourto preuenttheſcandall;by informing his 
heaters, thatthoſe thingswhich God hath neither 

7 comman- 
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commanded nor forbidden,are things indifferent, 
thatno ſuch thing is vncleane in irſelfe; that all 
ſuch things are lawfult, and fach as whereunto 
Chriſtian libertie doth extend; that in all lawfull 
things the Magiſtrate is to be obeyed , and there- 
forethat theſe things being enioyned,they not on- 
ly may, inreſpeR of their Chriſtian ſibertie, with 

reeconſcience yſe them, buralſo maſt, in reſpe& 
of Gods Commandement requiring obedience, 

eeld to the obſernation of them.. Which courſe 

auing been taken {as it hath among vs) ifany will 
ſtill be offended, it'is peeuiſhnes and obſtinacie,ra- 
ther then weakeneſfe; and' ar offence taken, bur 
not giuen : in which caſe, the law of chariticit ſelfe 
doth notbind'vs:: andthat, in tworeſpedts, notyet 
mentioned. The'one,in reſpeXof God; the other, 
inreſpec ofhis truth. For, I maynot offend: God, 
notto offend: my brother. And it is Gods truth, 
that Chriſtian libertiepriuiledgethboth Chriſtian 
Lawgiuers (with ſuch'cautions as before have bin 
mentioned) tg ordaine ſuch lawes cocerning ont- 
ward things,as they ſhall indge expedient: and al- 
ſothe ſubics, withour ſcrupulofiticofconſcience 
to obferue:them. Nom, itis 2 principle; $ztizs ef 
naſci ſcandalum quan deſeri verum : It is better a ſcan- 
dill ſhould ariſe,then the truth to be forſaken or betrayed. 
Is:our Chriſtian libertie in- this point called"into 

ueſtion,whether Magiſtrates may command ſuch 
things, nd whether ſubie&s may obey © we'muſt 
maintaine ourlibertie,though others would be of- 
fendedtherear. The Apoſtles, though for a'time 
they yeelded much tothe weaknefle of the Tewes, 
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doing and forbearing many things, to auoid their 

* Galath.3.3.4 offence; yet when their libertie * was called into 
; ar they reſolutely maintained it, not regar- 

ing their offence. And when as by Peters with- 

drawing himſelfe from the Gentiles, for feare of 

offending the Iewes, the libertie of Chriſtians 

7 Galath.2.11. was called into queſtion; y Paw! withſtood him to 
12.13.14 his face, andreproucd him beforethem all, as hal- 
ting in the profeſſion of the Goſpell. And ſomuſt 

they be content to be v{ed, who follow Peters ex- 

amplein this behalfe. Thus much by the way to 
per{wadethe people to obedienceandloyalty,and: 

the Miniſters to conformitie;which I beſeech God 

to effect for his Chriſts ſake. | 

d. 23- Theſethingsthus premiſed concerning the na-: 
Obiefions con- ture andqualitic of this peculiar libertie of Chriſti. 
_ ans; it will not be hardto anſweretheobicions. 
outwardthings Of thoſe, who runne into contrarie extreames con- 
exſwcred., cerningthe ſame. 
Obied, 1. For firſt,on the one ſide,it is obieted; 

that ſecing Chriſt hath ſet vs freecocerning things 
indifferent,no man ought to reſtraine vs; and ther- 

fore the Jawes commaunding or forbidding the 
as of indifferent things, are againſt Chriſtian li-' 
crtie. | 
Whereunto I anfwere, firſt : that Chriſtian li- 

bertie is wholly ſpirituall, being a libertie ofthe 
conſcienceand inner man, which may ſtand with 

* 1.Cor,7.22, the outward ſeruitude of *bond{laues,much more 
with theſubie&ionand obedience of tree ſubies. 

For though the outward vſe of thelibertie be mo- 

derated by the Magiſtrate, and confined; yet ce 

| 11Wat 


3 
q 
DI 
y 
4 
7 
Tt 
T 
24 
$ 
' 


= _ _ _ EI aac Þ me ALES 
<> ” : * - 7 6 Ls * C rv AY 2 a -# F * bas d. ©. "2 -_ 4 4 - Ks 4 . ” my y HB as) , a w_ 
: on , , 4 £ os 5 "- = + L*% 2. ».-  ©P , _ : ET SSA Rs J -7.* ja 44 <©* © Þ =. - 
0 LE, ne - + : ” IY . »*T V a of : % " ”—— A» G oy As L . . 
I Ti) 4 ” RY C _— by f * . _ &» , © - A.» alt" gs aſi '# \ / eVJ> x T 4 G0. g - n , *S Fo ar. g "* : 4 
6 % - % + Fe 4 - : l "x q 4 * ) : 4 —- —_— - bY ” #2: ® \ : "PE, - x. ” 
SS a n 4 & - | ba __ Js & Ta : I. RS. 2. 4,0 hes Sp 35 of 


Opeth i ..80 & O—— 
Ll 


S- 4x 
: bl % « - 
_ ” 6 \ - % 
- F . - - 
s * & 4 : $ Ta. _ "E 
" . 


The doftrine of Clrift1an hbertie. %$x 
inward libertie of the conſcience is not impaired, 
ſo long as the ſubiet may obey with free conſci- 
ence before God that is, ſolongas the Magiſtrate 
ſeeketh not to bindthe conſcience, and to impoſe 
things not commanded of God'as -neceſſarte in 
themſclues, and as matters of 'religion before 
God, &c, 7 
Secondly,that the liberty of Chriſtians isatrue, 
and therefore not an vnbounded libertie. Now, 
one of the boundsand limits which God hath ſer 
it, is, as you haue heard, the law of Toyaltie, requi- 
ring obediencetoſuperiours. Wherefore a Chri- 
ſian. man, though in reſpeR ofthe inward man 
he be free, as being the ſonne of Godby adoption” 
in Chriſt ; yetinreſpeR of the outward man, hee 
oughtto be a ſeruant, notonly to his *'ſuperiours,'* r.Per.2.i3.16 
inloyaltieand obedience; butalſoto-® all, in be-'» 6at.s.r3, 
neuolence and charitie. .1.Cor.9,19, 
- 0bie#.2 Onthe other ſide,it is obieRted;riThat ©* 
for conſciece« ſake we are to obey the-Magiſtrate ;* om.13.5. 
that is, thatwe areboundin'conſctenceſo to' doe, 
therefore the hawes and commandements of the 
Magiſtratedo bindthe conſcience. 
Anſw.[t followesnot,for although wearebound 
in conſcience, toobeythe lawfull comandements 
and lJawes of ſuperiours;yetthat bond is not inthe 
particular lawes of men, but inthe generall com- 
mandement of God: $GO C0314) 
Obie. 3. Againe: Athing indifferent enioyned 
by the Magiſtrate;becommeth necefſarie,s for Paul'* nom.1y.s.. 
faith, <45w = wi, 1tjs neceſſarie thatyou be ſub. 
ie: therefore the commandement of the Magi- 
M3 ſtrate 
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irate doth binde the conſcience. : 
Anſw, Neither doth this follow. For it becom- 
methneceſlary, not bythe particular commaun- 
dement of man, butby the generall commaunde- 
mentof God, For,notwithſtanding the comman- 
dement of the Magiſtrate, thething commanded 
remaineth indifferent init ſelfe, and before God; 
andf0 to-bee vied with free conſcience, without 
placing any religian therein; howſocuer it be- 
commeth neceſfarie ſo farre forth as by the gene- 
rall commandementof Gad,Iam bound thereto, 
* 1.Pet.2.16. Andthis is thatwhich: Peter * faith, that we muſt 
obey Magiſtrates, as free, and yet as the ſernants of 
God. Free,in reſpe& of our confciences exempted 
from humane power; and yetas feruants of Cod, 
bound: im conſcience to = him in obeying 
thetn-; ſo farre-forth as he doth commaund vs.-to 

obey them. 
Thectruth of theſe anſweres ſhall:not onely be 
demanſtratedasit were beforeyour eyes by a fyl- 
logiſme, wherein is concluded the bond of con- 
ſcience, and necefſitie- of dutie in obeying the 
commaundementsof meo, butalſoby- other rea- 


ſons-proued> ; 
| T be Syllbgifme_ : 
All lawfwll: commanndements of Magiſtrates 
thouart bound: inconſcienceby:thelawe of 
Godto obey, ſo farre forth:as herequireth 

___ ſuch commaundements tobeobeyed: 
Fhis or that: particular isa:lawfull commaun- 

dementofithe Magiſtrate : 

Therefore thisorthat particular thouart bound 


in 


+ 


' commaundement of God is neceſſarily, or by neceſite of 


N44 


in conſcience by the law of Gud to obey 
tarre forthas God requireth ſuch commaun- 
dements to be obeyed. (o.50016 Þauthl 


By which argumentation wee may conceiue, 


that the diſtinion of neceſſitie vied in ſchooles, 
viz, that there is neceſitas conſequentiz , which is 
fimpleor abſolute, & weceſiras conſequentie,which is 
notſimple,burvpon condition of otherthingspre- 
ſuppoſed,may not vnfitly be applied tothe neceſſi- 


tic of duetic impoſed by the lawes, either of God, 


or man. For Gods commandement impoſerh rhe 


neceſlitie as it were of the conſequent, (without 


preſuppoling other things) requiring ſimple and 


abſolute obedience. The lawe of man doth not 
impoſethe neceſhtie of the conſequent, or require 


ſimple obedience, but itimpoſeth'onely a neceſſi- 


tie ofthe conſequence,that is, ſuch a neceſſtieand 


no other, as may ſoundly be-concluded fromthe 
hweof God, and ſo farre forth as it may be con- 
cluded thence, Or to ſpeake more plainely :"in a 
ſimple ſentence without interpofing any conditi- 
an, or preſuppoſing any antecedent whereupon it 
is to be inferred, I may ſay, either particularly rhjs 


dutie to be obeyed, or generally, all Gods commannde- 
ments are neceſſarily to be obſerned.; And this ſpeech 
is of neceſſary trath.; But concerning mens com- 
maundements, if Tſhall ſay inthegenerall;#:he 


commaundements of men are neceſſarth | 


the ſpeech will be falſe andabſord if in particu- * 
lar, this commaundoment of the Magifiyate irneceſ[aril 


to be obſerned : this ſpeech -cannot bee neceffaric 
wa liwply, 
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imply, orby the necefluie of the.conſequent, or 

(to ſpeake more plainely: for the explicating of 
that phraſe) by the neceſſitie of a ſimple ſentence, 
wherein the conſequent (or predicat) is both ſim- 

ply and neceſſarily affirmed of the antecedent or 

ſubicR;it canot, I fay,befimply neceſſarie,becauſe 

(as you heard) the generall is falſe. Notwithſtan- 

ding if you preſuppoſe theſe two things : firſt, that 

all lawfull commaundements of Magiſtrates are 
by the commaundement of God neceſſarily to be 
obſerued, ſo farre forth as he commaundeth them 

to be obſerned : ſecondly, thatthis particular is a 
lawfull commaundement of the Magiſtrate, vpon 

theſepremiſes you may prooue that ſpeech to be 

| true by neceſhitic of conſequence, wiz. that this 

. particular commaundement of the Magiſtrate-is 
neceſſarily to.be obſerued,&c. 
 Butſome ſophiſter will obiec, thatI might as 
well conclude thus; # | 
.. -Propoſ.. All lawtull commaundements: of the 
Magiſtrate muſt neceſſarily be obeyed: 

Aſs This or that particular is a lawfull com- 
maundement ofthe Magiſtrate: . - 

-  Concl, Therefore neceſſarily tobeobeyed. - - 
 Ianſwere,thatthe propoſition ofthis {yllogiſme 
needeth proofe, as not being manifeſt of it ſelfe. 
Youwill fay.it may thus be prooued. 

. . Propoſ, What 15, commaunded of God, muſt 
neceſſarily be performed. 

Af, Obedience to all lawfull commaunde- 

ments of Magiſtrates is commaunded of God. 

Conc], Thereforeobedienceto all lawfullcom- 
ire © Mmaundements 
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maundementsof Magiſtrates, is neceſlarilytobe 
performed, | 

Bur I fay againe the afſumption of this jon 
giſme needeth-ſome explanation. For the Lord 
would -haue difference put betweene his owne 
commaundements and the lawes of men, and 
therefore we may not thinke, that he commaun- 
deth all lawes of men ſimply to be obeyed: not 
ſimply, you muſt ſay then, but ſo farre forth as he 
requireth them to be obeyed. 

By which ſhortdiſcourſe we learne, that thoſe 
additions by which I explaned the propoſition of 
the ſyllogiſme, were necefſarie; and that the bond 
of conſcience is not the lawe of man, but of God: 
that we are bound to obey mans lawes not ſimply, 
but ſo farre forth as God requireth. And laſtly 
that this ſpeech, ( Al lawfull commanndements of 
HMatziſtrates are neceſſarily to be obeyed) is true, not 
by the neceſſitie of the conſequent, as an axiome 
or principle which is manifeſt of it ſelfe , but by 
theneceſſitie of conſequence, asa concluſion ma- 
nifeſted by diſcourſe. | 

Now that the lawes of men doenotbindethe 
conſcience, it may further appeare by theſerea- 
ſons. Firſt, becauſe our freedome from the lawes 
iudiciall and ceremoniall, which in the Scriptures 
is extolled for ſogreat a benefit, would bea bur- 
then rather then a benefit, if wee ſhould in like 
manner be bound to the eccleſiaſticall and ciuill 
lawes of men. Againe, if they did binde the con- 
ſcience, there would be no difference betweene - 
Gods lawes and mans _ (in reſpec of _ 

war 
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ward ations) and the one ſort would require 
ſimple obedience as well as the other, yea vn- 
lawfull commaundements would alſo binde the 
conſcience. But it is. plaine, that ſimple obedi- 
cnce is to bee performed onely to the lawes of 
God. To the lawes of men we are bound, not 
ſimply, but fo farre forth as in obeying them, we 
alſo obey God, and no further, that is, asI ſaid, 
ſo farre as God commaundeth vs to obey them. 

_ Now, how farre forth God commaundeth vs 
to obey the lawes of men, will eaſily appeare by 
this diſtinction ; for either they commaund ſuch 
thingsas God torbiddeth, and forbid ſuch things 
as he commaundeth, (which kinde of commaun- 
dements are ſo farre from binding our conſcien- 
ces, as that we are bound by the Jawe of God to 
obey him in diſobeying them: ) orthey command 
ſuch things as God commaundeth , and forbid 
ſuch things as he forbiddeth, that by their autho- 
ritie the lawes of God may the betterbe obſerued, 
(to which kinde of commaundements wee are 
{ſimply bound, becauſeas in obeying them we 0- 
bey God, fo in breaking them we tranſereſſe the 
lawe of God: ) or laſtly, they commaund ſuch 
thingsas God hath not forbidden,and forbid ſuch - 
things as God hath not commanded : to the parti- 
cular commandemets of this kind we are not fim- 

* pliebound, butſofar forth as God hath comman.- 

* 1.Pet.2-16, ded vs to obey them; thatis, as * free (being not 
{1mplie bound to thoſe particulars, as neceſfarie in: 
themſelues,but vſing them with free conſcience,as 
being indifferent,and therefore ſuch, as wherunto- 

our 
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our Chriſtian libertie extendeth,) and yet as ſer- 
uants of God, thinking our {clues ſo farre bound to 
obſcrue them, «5 & neceſſarie for anoiding of Scandall 
and contempt, which God by his law hath forbid- 
den. Contempt: for it is neceflarie, ſaiththe Apo- 

ſtle, » that weeſhould ſubmit our ſelues to lawfull » zow.r 2.7. 
authoritie, notonly tor feare of puniſhment, but 1.P.2.13.16. 


for conſcience ſake. For although wee bee free, as 


concerning the inner man; yet inreſpetofthe out- 

ward man, we muſt, as the ſeruants of God,ſubmit 

our ſelues to ſuch ſuperiours, as God hath ſet ouer 

vs, and not haueourlibertie, as acloakeof naugh- 

tineſſe. Scandallalſo is to beauoided. Firſt, in re- 

ſpe of the ſuperiour,thatby our diſobedience we 

do not ſcandalize or offend him. Wherein our Sa- 

uiour hath giuen vs a notable example, who, al- 
though he were (as hee © ſaith) free; yet was Con- © Marth. 17, 
tent to pay tribute money,for auoiding of offence. 25-36-27- 
Secondly,in reſpe&of the ſubie ; that he ſtumble 

not at the example of our diſobedience, being ani- 

mated thereby to doe the like. For whereas ſome 

thinke, that wee are not to obeythe ERS 
commandement concerning athing indifferent,if 

we imagine thatſome weake brother wil be offen- 

ded thereat, they greatly miſtake the rule of Di- 


_ vines, who ſay theſe commandements are to bee 


obeyed for auoiding iſcandall, and nor, that they 
are tobediſobeyed for auoiding of ſcandall. For if 
this were aſufficient reaſon to excuſe our diſobedi- 
ence, we ſhould not needto obey almoſt any com- 
mandement of this kind, there: being ſcarceany 
commaundement concerning things indifferent, 
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wherewith we may not imagine ſome weake and 
ſcrupulous conſcience will bee offended. But wee 
muſt thinke our ſelues more bound, for auoiding 
of contempt and ſcandall, to obey a lawfullcom- 
mandement, then to difobey, for auoiding a ſup- 
poſed'offence. That which weareto doin this caſe, 
is this: If we feareany will take offence, we muſtla- 
bour to preuentit, by informing the partie, as be- 
fore hath been ſaid. And having fo done, we muſt 
do our owne dutie (whether he will be offended 
or not) in obeying the lawfull commandement of 
the Magiſtrate, ſo farre asit ſhall be neceſlarie for 
auoiding of ſcandall and contempt. 
$.24 Hitherto I haue-entreated of the libertie of 
The libertie of prace, both that which is common to the faithfull 
GG in all ages; andalſo that which is peculiar to Chri- 
ſians vnder the Goſpell. There remainerh. (ina 
word to be ſpoken of )thelibertic of glorie; which 
is not only a perfect deliverance from fin, mitſerie, 
and al impertei6s,(wherunto becauſe we are ſub- 
«R0m.724. 1et*inthislife, for here isas, Avguſtine ſaith,gncho- 
ata, non perfeitalibertas,we ought to aſpire towards 
this perfection) bur alſo a fruition of happines and 
all the priuiledges of the citizens of heauen.. 

This libertie is either of theſoule alone,as at our 
death ; when we may freely and with comfort re- 
ſigne our ſoules into the hands of God, that hee 

* Luk.16.22. may commit the ſatneto the © blefied Angels to be 
tranſported into heauen, where wee are vnto the 
endof the world, comfortablie to expe our full 

+ redemption. Oritis ofthe bodie alſoat the day of 
*Xom.$.23, wwdgement (andis therefore called * theredemp- 
LON: 
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The dottrine of Chriftzan libertie. 02 
tion, ofour bodie) when it riſing vnto glorie, ſhall 
be freed from the ſernitude 5 of corruption, this : Ro».8.z1, 
h mortall putting on immortalitie,and this corrup- * r.cor. x5. 
tible putting on incorruption ; that death being 53: 54: 
fwallowed vp in victorie, wee may enioy, both in 
our bodies and ſoules, the i glorious libertic of '8m.$.21, A 
Gods children in the kingdome of heauen. This | 
ought we with carneſtnes of defire & toaſpire vn- *Rom.8. 22.23 
to,andwith certainty of * faith to expe; that ther- ' Tis ».13. 
by we may: bee wained from the world, hauing *&»1-28- 
= qurconuerſation in heauen x and not either by = Phily.z.20.. 
the deſires of the world (which are but * vanities) . x,y... 
be allured and enſnared, or by the terrors thereof, 
(which are not »,worthie the glorie that ſhall be « zew.8.18, 
reuealed), drawne into bondage. 
Thus haue youheardthe doctrine of Chriſtiarr 
hbertie. Now-heare the vſe. | 
For ſecing'this libertie is a benefit of fo great ex- Y. 25: 
cellencie in iefelfe,and of ſuch profitand necefſitie 7h appbcati- 
to vs: Our firſt dutie is, to trie and examineour 2 
ſelues by that which hath been ſaid, whether wee 
haue as yet obtained this libertie, or not: Ifnot, (as: 
? he which committeth ſinne, 15 the ſtruant of ſinne) We » 72.34, 
muſt labour to acknowledge and feelethat miſera- 
ble ſeruitude, wherein weare, vnderfinneand Sa- 
ean (for he that'is not free, andyet feeleth nothis: 
bondage, is drowned in finne, euen as lie that is 0- 
uer head andeares in the water, feelethino weight 
thercof) thatinthe ſenſe ofour miſerie, wee may 
not only truely andearneftly deſire; bur alſo care- 
fully vſcall meanes to attaine this libertie, and ne- 
uer beatreſt,vntill we haue obtainedit.It is ſtrange: 
» to 
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to ſee what hard ſeruices men will vadergoe, and 
what great ſummes they wil forgo,to getan carth- 
ly freedome ; whiles this ſpiritual freedome,which 
is worth many worlds, will ſcarcely beeaccepted, 
when menare called and inuited vnto it. Which 
ſheweth, that men naturally, are not only ſeruants, 
but willingly and wilfully continue in ſeruitude. 
But you will ſay, what meanes are weto vie? Ian- 
{were, 1. Diligently and conſcionablie to heare 
the Word, as being the meahes, which God hath 
ordained to call you to libertie. 2. To aske, ſeeke, 
knocke by carneſt and heartie prayer vato God the 
author of this libertie, that hee would gine you the 
ſpirit of libertie. 3. To turne vnto God vnfained- 
ly,laying hold vpon Chriſt by faith, and repenting 
of your ſins. Eris tiber, ſaith Auguſtine 4, [i fueris ſer- 
uus,liber peccati,ſeruns iuſtitie:Y ou ſhal be tree from 
ſin, if you will become the ſeruants of righteoul- 
nes. It God hath alreadie called vs vnto this liber- 
tie, our dutie is twofold, both which the Apoſtle 
mentioneth, Galath.s. the one, * that we ſtand faſt 
in this liberty,wherewith Chriſt Ieſus hath made ws free, 
and not ſuffer our ſelues to be entanzled azaine with the 
yoke of bondage, And the rather we muſt be carefull 
to ſtand faſt in this libertie, becauſe it is mightily 
aſlaultedby all the enemies of our ſaluation, the 
fleſh, the world, the diuell. Now, we are to ſtand 
ſedfaſt, both tn the docrineof Chriſtian libertie, 
which isthe doctrine of the Goſpell,, and not ſut- 
terourſelues to bee allured, or intoxicated, cither 
with the golden * cupof the Babylonian ſtrumper, 
the church of Rome,which doth notonly bereaue 
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men of Chriſtian libertie, but alſo draw them into 
Antichriſtian bondage : or with the Cyrcean cup 
of the Libertines, which transformeth Chriſtta- 


 niſme into Epicuriſme, and the libertie of the ſpirit 
-jnto the libertie ofthe fleſh. And weare alſoto be 


ſtedfaſt and reſolute in the praiſe of Chriſtian li- 

bertie : as of vocation, not to be entangled againe 

with the ſeruitude of fin and Satan, (fqr, if hauing 

profeſſed ourſelues freed thereof,we be againe en- 
tangled therein,ourlatter end,as S. Peter ſaith f,will *2.Pet,2.20, 
be worſe then our beginning). Of iuſtification, as *" 

not to ſabie our {clues to the lawes exaction of 

inherent and perfe& righteouſnes to iuſtification, 

(for they whichare * ot the workes of thelaw, are :g,14þ.;.10. 
ynder the curſe) but withoutregard of our owne 
righteouſneſſe, to relie wholly for our juſtification 

onthe mercies of God,and merits of Chriſt appre- 

hended by faith ; and to hold him *® accurſed, » 6alath.1,8. 
though hee were an Angell from heauen, that 

ſhould reach otherwiſe. Of fanCification, as not to 

fubie& our {elues tothe dominion * of finne, or to * Rem.6.r2, 
the terror or rigour of the law ; but without ſeruile 

feare, willingly and cheerefully to ſerue our hea- 

uenly Father, being well aſſured that he will couer 

our wants, and accept of our ynperfe&endeuours, 

Of Chriſtian libertie in reſpetofoutward things ; 

as not to ſuffer our conſciences to be bound by the 
authoritie ofany creature, inioyning them as ne- 

ceſſarie inthemſelues, and much lefſe ro bind our 

owne conſciences, as ſcrupulouſly and ſuperſtiti- 

ouſly putting religion eitherin the vſc or forbea- 


rance ofthem. Of the glorious libertie, as not to- 
ſuffer 
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ſuffer ourſelues byallthemachinatiss of y world, 
the fleſh, and the diuell, to be withdrawne from 
the hopeandexpeRation of it; butcomfortablie to 
* Row.8.24. liucas men * ſaued in hope. 
Theother dutie,is that which the Apoſtle men- 
! Galath,5.13. tioneth, Galath.5.13. Brethren, ſaith he, 7 you are 
called to libertie : only wſe not your libertie as an occaſi- 
0n to the fleſh, but by charitie ſerue one another. That is, 
that wethould be carefull, both to auoid the abuſe 
The #buſeef of Chriſtian libertie, andalſo to vſcitaright. The 
bertie. abuſe is manifold. As firſt, of the ſauing grace of 
»7uds, God; when men doturne = it into wantonnefle, 
their freedome fromſin, intoa freedometo fin, as 
though-they were ſo freed from the law, as that 
they need not to obey it; asthough good workes, 
becauſe they are not exacted to juſtification, were 
innoreſpe&tneedfull to faluation. We are not free, 
«De libert, ſaith Luther *, by faith in Chriſt from workes, but from 
Corift, the opinion of workes, that is, from the fooliſh preſumpri- 
on of inſtification ſought by workes. Secondly,of Chri- 
ſian libertic,inreſpeR ofthe creatures of God,and 
the vie of things indifferent; when we do vie them 
without regard -of our dutie, to God, our neigh- 
bour, or our ſelues. | 
The dutie which wee oweto God, is pietie; to 
ourneighbourin generall, charitiez and in particu- 
larto our ſuperiour, obedience and loyaltic;to our 
{clues,ſobrietie. For theſe, as I ſaid, are the bounds 
of our libertie, which if we paſſe in the vſe thereof, 
 weabuſeit. The vie of our libertie is contrarie to 
Pictie. Firſt, when we our ſclues are impious, and 
ureligious. For though the things in <—_ 
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be cleane; yet the vſe of them is vncleane to them 

that are impure. Foras ® tothe pure, all things are * Tis 1,15; 
Pure, ſototheynclean nothing is cleane. Second- 

y, when the vſe ofthem is not.ſanRified vnto vs, 

© either by the Word, as when we make more in- © 1.Tim.4.5. 
different things, then God in his word hath made, 

as drunkennefle, fornication, vſurie, &c. or when 

we do not yſe them in faith and ſound perſwaſion 
out ofthe wordof God, which is the charter ofour 
libertic,that we may lawfully and with a good con- 
ſcience viethem (for though nothing in it ſelfe bee 
vncleane, yetto him 4 that thinkethor doubteth *Rm.14.4.2z 
that it is vncleane,it is ſo to him;forasthe Apoſtle, 

ſpeaking of this particular, ſaith, Whatſoeuer is not of 
faith, is ſinne © ) orby the duties of inuocation. As 
the vſeof meateand drinke, without cither prayer 
to God for his bleſſing in the vie, or thankſgiuing 
for the ſame. Thirdly, we abuſe our libertie irreli- 4 
giouſly, when we vicitto thediſhonorof God, or 

to the hinderance of his worſhip and {eruice, as in 

the immoderate and vnſcaſonable vic of recreati- 

ons,8c. whereby menſhewthemſclues to be © lo- * aoamu wan 
ucrs of pleaſures more then of God, -- a 

Likewiſcouryſe of the creatures, andof things © It 

indifferent,is againſt charitie, when wee vie them 

without due regard of auoiding ſcandall and of- 

fence. Againſt loyaltie, when yiing our libertic 

with contempt of lawfull authoritiez wee make it 
a cloake to-couer ſome naughtineſſe.: And laſtly, 
againſtſobrietie, when vnderpretence of Chriſti 
an libertie, the creatures of God, and other things 
indifferent, are vicd,cither as _a—— toſerue, © 
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or asenſignesto diſplay, our pride or intemperate 
. - lufts, as inthe excefſe of meateand drinke, recrea- 
rions,the vc of the mariage bed,apparel, buildings 
and ſuch like. . 
'26. Butlertvscometotheright vic of our Chriſtian 
The right vſe libertiez which is twofold,either the ſancification 
-/C\niim otourliues, orthe pacification of our conſciences. 
'_ Astouchingthe former : the right vſe of the liber- 
tic of ſauing grace is, whenit is vied to the free, vo- 
luntaric, and cheerefull worſhippe and ſeruice of 
*L«4.1.74-75, God, in holineſle and righteouſneſle, for * that is 
the end of ourlibertie and redemption. The right 
vſc of Chriſtian liberty in outward things,is, when 
itis vied toa free and cheerefull ſeruing, both one 
3 Galath.5413+ of 8 another in charitie, and of the ſuperiour in 0- 
k 4.Cor,9.19. bedienceand loyaltie , that being free * fromall, 
we make ourſelues ſeruants vntoal,for their good. 
:De liberr, For as Luther faith, i 4 Chriſtian in reſþect of the inner 


Chrift, man, is free, but in reſpet? of the outward man hee is 
(through charitie ) the ſeruant of aff. And herein wee 
x Pþ;lip.2.5.4, Areto imitate theexample of Chriſt, who,*chough 


he were God, tooke vpon him the forme of a ſer- 

uant,to make vs free;and though he were the Lord 

! Mat.20.28. of all," camenottobe miniſtred'ynto,butto mini- 
ſer. And likewiſe of the blefled Angels ; who, 

though they be glorious ſpirits, notwithſtanding 

« Hebr.1.14. take no ſcorne tobeſentforth intothe® miniſterie 
_ andſeruiceforour good. [2 10 MING 


The right-vſe of the dotrine conogrning the 


| liberticof glorie, is, truly tobelecue it, and toliue 
as in expectation of it ; knowing, that hee which 
* 1.6.3.3. haththis * hope, that he ſhall be like vnto Chriſt wa 
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his appearance, will purifie himſelfe, as he is pure, 
a ha hopes whbee like him, inreſpect of the 
libcrty of glorie,ſohe may in ſome meaſure reſem- 
ble his gratiouſnes, by thelibertic ofgrace. -- - 
But the chiefe vie of this dodtrine,-1s, to pacific 
mens conſciences; without which (valefſe they 
{leepe in carnall ſecuritie) they are ſo wonderfully 
perplexed, that neithercan they live in peace, nor 
attempt any thing almoſt with quiet minds. For 
whereas there be foure things which troubleper- 
plexed conſciences,this doctrine is afoueraignere- 
medie to. cleare and to appeaſe the conſcience, in 
reſpetofthem all. The firſt, isthe guilt of fin, and 
feare of damnation. For when thy conſcience is 
{ſummoned before the iudgement ſeat of God, or 
terrified with the apprehenſion of his wrath, as m 
time of temptation, oraffiicion,or inthe houre of 
death ; when thou doeft conſider the ſeueriticof 
Gods iuſtice, who will not ſuffer ſinne to govnpu- 

' niſhed,therigour of the law,denouncing the curſe 
of Godagainſtcuery cuenthe leaſt tranſgreflion, 
the teſtimonie of thine owne conſcience,which 
is in ſtead of a thouſand witneſſes, accufing and 
condemning 'thee of innumerable tranigreſſi- 
ons; how canſtthou thinke of appearing betore 
God, who is greater then thy conſcience, to beiu- 
ſtified or condemned, without horror of conſci- 
ence, and confuſion of mind * Butbleſſed be God, 
who hath granted vs thislibertie of grace, that in 
the queſtion of inſtification, wherby inthis life we 
are freed from feare of damnation; and entituled 


vnto the kingdome of heauen, weneed not looke 
O2 inte 
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2 Epbeſc2.10, 
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into onr owne obedience, orto the ſentenceof the 
law ; but may be aſſured, if we belecue in Chriſt, 
that God doth iuſtifie vs, being ſinners in our 


 ſelues, withoutreſpeRof our workes that he bath 


freedvs from the lawes exaction of inherent righ- 
teouſnes, to the acceptation of our perſons;that he 
imputing the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt to the be- 
leeuer,accepteth of himas righteous in Chriſt;that 
the faithfull man hath libertic to appeale from the 
tribunallofiuſtice, tothe throne of grace,ftrom the 
{entenceof thelaw, to the promiſe of the Goſpel, 
and renouncing his owne righteoutnes, yea eſtee- 
ming it as ny in the queſtion of 1uſtification, 
toreſt alone inthe merciesof God, and merits. of 


Chriſt, | 


But becauſe the worldisſoapttoabuſe this moſt 
comfortable doctrine, and to turne this gracious 
libertieinto carnall licentiouſnes, it ſhall be need- 
full to adde this caution : That howſocuer weare 
by our-iuſtification in this life, entituled vnto the 
kingdome of heauen; andalthough by the righte- 
ouſnefleand meritsof Chriſt alone apprehended 
by taith, wee are both iuſtifiedand alſo ſaued : yet 
tor as much as many deceine themſelues with an 
tdle conceit of faith,and withavaine preſumption 
thattheyare iuſtiied, whennotwithſtading ? they 


remaine in their {tns, therefore wee muſtthinke it 


molt neceflaric, being once juſtified by faith, and 
entituled vnto the kingdome of heauen, to dem9- 
ſtrateour faith,and ouriuſtification by a godly life; 
walkingiin thatway ot good workes, which God 
hath'3 prepared for vs to walke in towards our 
03h1._. E© countrie 
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countrie in heauen. For though wee are juſtified 
and faued by the merits of Chriſt alone apprehen- 
dedby faith ; notwithſtanding ſanRification isthe 
r cognizance of them that are faued, and good * 47.:0.;:. 
workes are theenidence, according fynto which *ro.2.6. 
God will pronounce the ſentence of ſaluati6n.For 
asthe * tree isknowne by his fruit; ſo hethat®wor- * Lute 6.44. 
keth righteouſnes,isrighteous;and in like manner * 1/#b» z.7. 
by ſanctificationouriuſtification is manifefted.For 
true faith * worketh by loue, andgood workes are » 9.141. 5.5. 
as the breathing of a liuely faith. And therefore 
though faithalone doth iuſtifie, as Paul = teacheth, = 621th. 2.16, 
becauſe it alonedoth apprehend the righteouſnes 323-28. 
of Chrift ynto juſtification, yetas S:Zames? teach » 7.m.z.14. 
cth, that faith which is alone feuered from obedi- &c- 
encedoth notiuftific, neitheralone, noratall, be- 
cauſe it is not a true faith. For euen as'the bodie 
without breathing is knowne to be dead: *ſofaith » 7w.z.46; 
without workesis dead. Weare therefore iuſtified 
in this life, andentituled vnto the kingdom of hea- 
uen,as to our inheritice,by faith without * works; * row.4.6. 
but noneare actually ſaued, norinherit that king- 
dome in the life tocome, but ſuch as firſt are ſan- 
ified. For as our Sauiour faith, we haue indeed 
not only remiſſion of fins byfaith,butalſo by faith 
wehaueour inheritance, butyet, as he faith, Þ a- » 48.26.18. 
mong them thatareſanaified; - 

Theſecondis the conſcience of our manifold 
wants and imperfe&ions, in thoſe duties which 
we do performe. For howcan a man bee perfwa- 
ded, that God;to © whomnocreature being com> « 7% r5.14;. 
paredis pure, will allow of his imperfect and ſtai- 15-16. 

03 ned 


ned obedience. Andifhebe not perſwaded, that 

his ſeruice is acceptable vnto God; with what hart 
can he performe its The dodrine therefore of 
Chriſtian libertie afſureth our conſciences,that we 
are freed fromthe lawes exaction of perfe& obedi- 
ence, totheacceptation of our ations ; that God 
couering our imperfections, as an indulgent Fa- 
ther, with'the perfe@righteouſnes and obedience 
of Chrift, imputeth not our wants vnto vs, but ac- 
cepteth of the truth of our will anddefire for the 
deed,and ourſincere endeuour for the perfect per- 
formance. And therefore a Chriſtian may, in re- 
ſpeRotf this libertie, with comfore and cheereful- 
nes performe obedience, according to the mea- 
ſure of grace receiued, being affured that our defe- 
Qiue and ſtained obedience, will be accepted of 
God through the mediation and interceſſion of 
Teſus Chritt. 

The third 1s the {cruple of conſcience, concer- 
ning the vſc of outward things, how far forth they 
may bevſed orforborne. For ifa man benotright- 

- 2cecals, lyinformed herein,there wil be no endof ſcrupu- 
yo - 5, loſiticand ſuperſtition. From this ſcruple alſo, the 
dodrineof Chriſtianlibertie doth free vs: aſſuring 
vs, thattoall theſe things ourlibertic doth extend, 
cither to vie them freely, or freely toforbeare the, 
and that nothing is vncleane initfelfe, noryet vn- 
to vs, if we be ſo perſwaded;and that tothe cleane, 
all things are cleane. Prouided alwaics,thatthe vſc 
ofthis libertic bee kept within thebounds before 
—_— of pictie, charitie, loyaltie, and ſo- 
rietie, 
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The fourth and laſt isthe horror of conſcience 
in the houreof death. For how can a man with 
comfort giue vp his ſouleto be ſeuered from the 
bodie, wherhe knoweth not, cither what willbe- 
come of his ſoule after the ſepararion thercoffrom 
the bodice, or how, and in what caſe his bodie ſhall 
riſe againe 2 But this doctrine doth aſſure vs, that 
Chriſt hath purchaſed, not only alibertie of grace 
inthis life, butalſo of gloriefor our ſoules againſt 
- theend of our life,and for our bodies alfo, againſt 
the day of judgement. Sothatwe* hauelibertie or « yes,10.19.20 
boldnes, to entcrintothe holy places by theblood 
of Icſus,by thenew and liuing way,which he hath 
prepared for vsthrough the vaile, that is to ſay, his 
fleſh; being aſſured, that by reaſon of our vnion 
with Chriſt, weare riſen f againe with Chriſt, and  zyby/4.6, 
with him ſetin the heauenly places, whither he is 
aſcended s to prepare a place for vs : and from « 1x r4.2.3, 
whence hee will comeagaine to bring vs thither, & 17-24. 
that where heis, there wemay bealſo, Wherefore © LI 
in reſpec of this libertie, the faithfull may with 
comfort, both ſurrender our ſoulesinto the hands 
of God our mercitull Father, and alſo bequeath 
our bodies to the eartb, in full aſſurance that our 
ſoules ſhall by the Angels bee tranſlated into hea- 
uen, andthatour bodies ſhall at the day of iudge- 
ment, bee freed from the ſeruitude of corruption, 
and riſe againe to glorie : this mortall hauing put 
on immortalitie,and this.corruptibleincorruption, 
that it being againe reunited tothe ſoule,wee may 
for euer andeuer, enioy both in bodie and ſoule, . 


the glorious libertie of the citizens of heauen. 
Vnto 
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Vato which libertic of 'glorie hee bring vs, who 
hath ſo deately purchaſed it for vs, even Chriſt Ie 
ſus the righteous ;'towhom with the Father 
and tac holy, Ghoſt, beeternall praiſe 

_andglone; Ames; 
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Pag,z.marg,lin.afin, 3.reade c.13.30.8c.25, 


23:Þ:9cad 1. afin.g, 


write in the marg. $.4. p.1o.l.9.r. did:ſſue.'p. 


33: marg.l;21:r.Bel/arsr,,. 


fom.3, p-35-L. a fin.z.r.ox, ibid. r.bappines. For p.y0.1. vir, untill, 


p.67. marg.l.3. 7. corp. p 


fe: fir , 


78. 1. a fin, 4, r. ſte Men.p.g6, afin;s. r, pits 


- 
mw. Me pw vas P 
, "— | v2 « 4 
, - 
. 


| | WS : 
E l "BR 
(5 A $- » \ 

an LEY 

*. © , - 

Ri | , F: 6 P k Y . | ws TH ndtDS Lad at 
v.00 6. , 

' Ff A 7 LIP LO £9 1 ; "% . - > 4 ; 

wh -- ; BE GOO [ Mp Tere 

( dk 43 by £ TY ' , 

j | / . - =7 pr 
i 7 F 6 & , * ' EE: 3 % # 
# it. Wa > 

+ ©, $ y 
| 1 '£ C> 7 _ ' I. 
! F 16, % , : C 
= 3 \ 
| ', % * / , * 
©'i& * 


OI OS. WS. 
. - | "48S { 


CD > Io. rea woes. 4 wei x Aly +a 4p— or we ; 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COPY IN THE 


HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 


FOR REFERENCE ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION 


